
Qatar takes part in UN 
meeting on road safety

Bullet that killed Abu
Akleh handed to US

QCB: 25,000 local
transactions worth
QR230mn executed

Qatar participated in the UN General 
Assembly High-Level Meeting 
dedicated to discuss improving the 
topic of road safety under the slogan 
‘Horizon 2030 for Road Safety’ with 
the participation of delegations from 
more than 130 countries. The agenda 
of the meeting covered a number of 
topics, including the adoption of a 
concise, action-oriented and agreed 
political declaration submitted by the 
President of the UN General Assembly, 
a discussion of road safety contained in 
the UN 2030 Agenda. Page 4

The Palestinian Authority handed the 
bullet that killed Al Jazeera journalist 
Shireen Abu Akleh to US forensic 
experts yesterday as it seeks to prove 
conclusively that it was fired by an 
Israel soldier. (AFP)

The Qatar Central Bank (QCB) yesterday 
announced yesterday that more than 
25,000 local transactions, worth more 
than QR230mn, were executed within 
the first 24 hours of the start of the 
money transfer service outside off icial 
working hours. QCB had earlier directed 
all banks to start implementing local 
transfer requests throughout the week, 
including on the weekend. This directive 
comes as part of QCB’s endeavour to 
activate the role of banks and financial 
institutions in providing the best services 
to customers. (QNA)
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Head of Qatari Haj 
Mission commends 
State’s eff orts to 
serve pilgrims

Qatar GDP forecast 
to record ‘fastest’ 
post-pandemic 
growth of 5.1% in 2022

HE the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Aff airs Sheikh Mohamed bin Abdulrahman al-Thani participated 
yesterday in Lebanese President Michel Aoun’s meeting with the Arab foreign ministers who are participating in the 
Arab Ministerial Consultative Meeting in Beirut. (QNA) Page 2

FM participates in Lebanese meeting
MoPH issues
Covid advice
to travellers
ahead of Eid
The Ministry of Public Health 

(MoPH) has issued Covid-19 
precautionary advice to peo-

ple travelling abroad for the sum-
mer vacation. 

With the number of new daily 
Covid-19 cases in Qatar rising 
in recent weeks, and with many 
countries around the world ex-
periencing high numbers of 
Covid-19 cases, the MoPH has 
stressed the importance of travel-
lers adhering to Covid-19 precau-
tionary measures when abroad to 
protect themselves and their fam-
ilies and reduce the risk of getting 
infected and falling sick to the vi-
rus or bringing the virus back and 
infecting their families. 

In a statement, the ministry ex-
plained that even though the Cov-
id-19 precautionary restrictions 
have been lifted in Qatar, it is still 
recommended for all members of 
the community to voluntarily fol-
low the precautionary measures to 
protect their health.

The MoPH recommends the 
following simple but effective 
precautionary measures to keep 
individuals safe when travelling 
abroad.

1. Check the Covid-19 travel 
policy of the country you are vis-
iting to in advance of your travel 
and ensure you adhere to all re-
quirements for vaccination sta-
tus and testing or any forms to be 
completed.

2. Check the Covid-19 measures 
in place within the country you are 
visiting to ensure you adhere to all 
requirements.

3. Review the MoPH Covid-19 
Travel and Return Policy for the 
latest testing and quarantine re-
quirements following your return 
to Qatar.

4. Ensure you get vaccinated 
against Covid-19 with all doses 
for which you are eligible, includ-
ing the booster dose, before trav-
elling for maximum protection. 
To Page 6

Special lane on A-Ring Road for buses, taxis

The Public Works Authority 
(Ashghal) has announced the 
designation of a special lane for 

buses, taxis and authorised vehicles 
on A-Ring Road, to facilitate traffi  c 
and serve the FIFA World Cup 2022 
transport plan.

This has been done in co-ordina-
tion with the Supreme Committee 
for Delivery & Legacy (SC), Ministry 
of Interior, Ministry of Transport and 
Mowasalat (Karwa), Ashghal said in a 
statement yesterday.

Abdulaziz al-Mawlawi, Mobil-
ity executive director at the SC, said: 
“The bus lane will help provide a 
smooth and environment-friendly 
transport experience for thousands of 
fans during the FIFA World Cup.”

Lieutenant Khalid Nasser al-Mulla, 
head of the technical team of the Cor-
niche Closure Committee, said the 
new lane will be designated for public 
transport buses, taxis and authorised 
vehicles such as emergency vehicles.

All necessary traffi  c markings and 

directional signs that support law 
enforcement and the monitoring of 
traffi  c violations in future stages have 
been developed.

The lane will facilitate the arrival 
of police and emergency vehicles at 
accident sites and help evacuate the 
accident scene faster, which contrib-
utes to reducing traffi  c congestion 
on A-Ring Road and roads accessed 
through it, in addition to reducing the 
mixing of such buses with other vehi-
cles. Page 12
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Lebanese president 
hails Qatar’s support 
in diverse fi elds
Lebanese President Gen-

eral Michel Aoun met HE 
the President of the Arab 

Network for National Human 
Rights Institutions (ANNHRI), 
and Chairman of the Nation-
al Human Rights Committee 
(NHRC) Maryam bint Abdullah 
al-Attiyah, and the accompany-
ing delegation during her visit to 
Lebanon, QNA reported.

Aoun praised the role HE 
al-Attiyah plays through her 
presidency of the NHRC in Qa-
tar, the Doha-based ANNHRI, 
in addition to the Global Alli-
ance of National Human Rights 
Institutions (GANHRI) based in 
Geneva.

In addition, Aoun stressed his 
appreciation for the support that 
Lebanon receives from Qatar in 
various fi elds.

The Lebanese president ex-
pressed his hope for fruit-
ful co-operation between the 
Arab Network and the Lebanese 
Commission for Human Rights, 
which was established in 2016, 
noting that “work is underway 
for the Lebanese National Com-
mission to achieve all the condi-
tions required for compliance 
with the Paris Principles of the 
United Nations and to become a 
member of GANHRI.”

He then added: “We are do-
ing great work and unremitting 
eff orts to promote the rights of 
Lebanese women, child rights, 
and the rights of the disabled 
people, despite the lack of re-
sources.”

For her part, HE al-Attiyah 
affi  rmed her support for the 
recently established Lebanese 
National Human Rights Com-
mission and advancing co-op-
eration with it and other bodies, 
as well as securing the appropri-
ate conditions for its joining the 
ANNHRI. 

She said, “The presence of 
Lebanon within the network will 
enable it to interact with Arab 

institutions and co-ordinate co-
operation in the fi eld of human 
rights.” She also expressed her 
hope that “the legal texts that 
sponsor the work of the Leba-
nese Commission will be com-
pleted, so that it is ready to join 
the Arab network, as well as pro-
vide its needs to be able to carry 
out the required tasks.”

The ANNHRI president also 
affi  rmed the full commitment 
of the network to support the 
Lebanese Commission in terms 
of overcoming challenges and 
meeting the needs necessary to 
play its role in promoting and 
protecting human rights in Leb-
anon, as well as the participation 
of the Lebanese Commission in 
introducing, supporting and the 
spreading of the culture of hu-
man rights in Lebanon.

This can be manifested 
through programmes imple-
mented by the national author-
ity with ANNHRI.

Additionally, QNHRC and 
ANNHRI can work out with 
the Lebanese National Human 
Rights Commission on more fu-
ture projects and plans and pro-

vide it with support.
Al-Attiyah called for the need 

for fi nancial and administrative 
independence of national hu-
man rights institutions for them 
to carry out their entrusted role 
in accordance with the Paris 
Principles of 1993.

She also noted the Arab Net-
work’s keenness to form the 
National Human Rights Com-
mission in Lebanon with inde-
pendence, pluralism and trans-
parency, which will enable it to 
play a major role in the protec-
tion and perform its mission in 
the dissemination, establish-
ment and promotion of human 
rights. 

She stressed the government’s 
important role in amending 
the law establishing the na-
tional commission in line with 
the Paris Principles in terms 
of transparency, fi nancial and 
administrative independence, 
and benefi t from best practices 
in the process of drafting the 
Commission’s law, and called 
for expanding consultations on 
developing the draft law to serve 
the promotion and protection of 

human rights. She further noted 
the Arab Network’s full support 
for the eff orts the government 
and civil society organisations 
are doing in this regard.

The president of ANNHRI 
recommended the importance of 
adequate government fi nancial 
support for the national author-
ity and the Committee for the 
Prevention of Torture, pointing 
out that this support is one of 
the most important conditions 
for establishing national institu-
tions that are internationally eq-
uitable, to preserve the balance 
of the authority’s independence 
in performing its advisory role to 
state institutions impartially.

In the same context, HE Mar-
yam al-Attiyah met with the 
President of the Beirut Bar As-
sociation Nader Daoud Kasbar.

Al-Attiyah also stressed the 
need to support the Lebanese 
Human Rights Commission 
for obtaining classifi cation (A) 
by the Global Alliance of Na-
tional Human Rights Institu-
tions, the funding required, and 
a permanent headquarters for 
the commission.

Michel Aoun meets 
ANNHRI president

Qatar participated 
in the consultative 
meeting of Arab 
foreign ministers, 
which was held 
yesterday in Beirut. 
Qatar’s delegation 
to the meeting 
was headed by 
HE the Deputy 
Prime Minister 
and Minister of 
Foreign Aff airs 
Sheikh Mohamed 
bin Abdulrahman 
al-Thani.

Qatar attends consultative meeting
of Arab foreign ministers in Beirut

The Lebanese president expressed his hope for fruitful co-operation between the Arab Network and the 
Lebanese Commission for Human Rights.

Labour ministry holds workshop 
on ‘Occupational Health and Safety’

The Ministry of Labour, 
in co-operation with 
the International Labour 

Organisation (ILO) and Uni-
versity of Doha for Science and 
Technology (UDST), organised 
a training course for the min-
istry’s inspectors, with the aim 
of qualifying them to obtain 
the International General Cer-
tificate in Occupational Health 
and Safety (NEBOSH).

The two-day course dealt 
with ways to enhance the safety 
and health of workers in the 
workplace, and to increase the 
effi  ciency of inspectors and their 
ability to identify risks in the 
work environment.

About 18 inspectors of the 
Ministry of Labour participat-
ed in the course during which 
they were trained on skills and 
requirements that must be im-
plemented while inspecting 
worksites and workers’ housing. 
It also addressed the duties of 
managing health and safety in 
the workplace, how health and 
safety management systems and 
risk management work, under-
standing people and processes, 
how to monitor and measure 
health and safety, and the risk 
assessment mechanism.

The trainees will conduct 
an international test to obtain 
the International General Cer-

tificate in Occupational Health 
and Safety (NEBOSH), which 
is one of the important train-
ing courses for inspectors of 
the Labour Inspection Depart-
ment.

The Labour Inspection De-
partment will implement and 
apply labour legislation, as well 
as periodic and sudden inspec-
tions of worksites and places of 
residence, in addition to edu-
cating the public about labour 
legislation, control and issuing 
of violations, warnings, and the 
assertion that enterprises un-
dertake preventive measures in 
the field of occupational health 
and safety. (QNA)

Qatar-Egypt legal co-operation for 
real estate registration discussed

Egyptian Minister of Jus-
tice Omar Radhwan met 
with a delegation from 

the Ministry of Justice headed 
by Assistant Undersecretary 
of the Ministry for Real Estate 
Registration and Documenta-
tion Saeed Abdullah al-Suwai-
di, QNA reported from Cairo.

The meeting dealt with ways 

to enhance legal co-operation 
between the ministries of jus-
tice in Qatar and Egypt in real 
estate registration and docu-
mentation.

They also reviewed the expe-
rience of the two countries to 
improve the services provided 
to the public in these fi elds. 

The Qatari delegation held 

several meetings with offi  cials 
in the sectors of real estate and 
documentation at the Egyp-
tian Ministry of Justice, during 
which they reviewed opportu-
nities for co-operation in the 
areas of documentation.

During the meetings, the Qa-
tari delegation made presenta-
tions and explanations about 

the Qatari experience in real 
estate registration, documen-
tation and real estate broker-
age. Egyptian offi  cials praised 
the Qatari experience in these 
areas, its advanced position in 
global classifi cation indicators, 
and its role in supporting and 
improving the business envi-
ronment.

Qatar stresses active participation of 
Afghan women in peace-making

Qatar has affi  rmed its 
keenness to enhance 
the active participation 

of Afghan women in the peace-
making and peace-building 
process.

This came in a statement 
delivered by the Acting Charge 
d’Aff aires of the Permanent 
Delegation of Qatar in Geneva 
Jawhara al-Suwaidi, before the 
50th Human Rights Council, 
during the urgent debate on the 
‘Situation of Human Rights for 
Women and Girls in Afghani-
stan.’

In its statement, Qatar reit-
erated its deep concern about 
the suspension of studies in 
secondary schools for girls, 
stressing that these negative 
practices will have a signifi cant 
impact on human rights, devel-
opment and the economy in the 
country. Al-Suwaidi said Qatar 
will continue to co-ordinate 

closely with partners to enable 
the Afghan people to address 
all humanitarian, economic 
and social challenges, preserve 
the gains made, and achieve se-
curity, peace, stability and de-
velopment in Afghanistan and 
in the region.

In its statement, Qatar said 
that making further progress in 

Afghanistan also requires tak-
ing eff ective and urgent meas-
ures to mitigate the humani-
tarian impact of the existing 
crisis in all segments of soci-
ety, especially among women, 
girls and children, as well as 
continuing eff orts to reach 
a comprehensive national
 reconciliation. (QNA)

Acting Charge d’Aff aires of the Permanent Delegation of Qatar in 
Geneva Jawhara al-Suwaidi.

Somali Prime Minister 
Hamza Abdi Barre 
met with Qatar’s 
ambassador in 
Mogadishu Hassan 
bin Hamza Hashem. 
The meeting reviewed 
bilateral relations. 
(QNA)

Somali PM meets Qatar’s ambassador

ACTA holds training programme 
on corruption risk assessment

The Administrative Con-
trol and Transparency 
Authority (ACTA) or-

ganised a training programme 
on “Assessment and Preven-
tion of Corruption Risks in 
Governmental Institutions.” 

The programme has the aim 
of enhancing the knowledge 
and skills of participants in 
corruption risk assessment 
with regard to familiarity with 
the diff erent approaches to as-
sessing corruption risks, ena-
ble the prioritisation of appro-
priate measures to prevent and 
mitigate these risks, in addi-
tion to enabling the transition 
from a rules-based approach 
to a risk-based approach in the 
application of anti-corruption 
standards, QNA reported.

The programme aims to en-
hance the ability of govern-
ment institutions to assess and 
prevent corruption risks, and 
enhance the ability of govern-
ment institutions to strengthen 
prevention and institutional ad-
ministrative control systems.

It combined theoretical and 
practical aspects in an inter-
active training, in which each 
participant gained theoretical 
knowledge and practice, and 
where the participant is guided 
on how to apply this knowledge 
and skills in a practical way in 
his job, in addition to providing 
the trainees during the theo-
retical training with theories, 
as well as national and interna-
tional standards regarding the 

assessment and prevention of 
corruption risks.

This training programme 
comes within the framework 
of the development plan pur-
sued by ACTA to enhance the 
capabilities of public offi  cials, 
raise their effi  ciency and pro-
vide them with knowledge that 

advances their scientifi c and 
practical capabilities in the 
areas of integrity, transpar-
ency and prevention of cor-
ruption, which contributes to 
building an important pillar in 
Qatar National Vision 2030, 
and represented in human 
development.

The programme combines theoretical and practical aspects in an 
interactive training.
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Head of Qatari Haj Mission  
commends state’s efforts 
to serve its pilgrims
Head of the Qatari Haj 
Mission Ali bin Sultan 
al-Misifri noted that the 
state is making utmost 
eff orts to serve its 
pilgrims by supporting all 
campaigns and facilitating 
their aff airs, to ensure a 
distinguished Haj period, 
QNA reported from 
Makkah al-Mukaramah.
This came during an 
inspection tour to see the 
readiness of the camps 
for Qatari pilgrims in the 
holy sites of Mina and 
Arafat.
The mission had earlier 
co-ordinated and held 
several meetings with the 
Saudi Ministry of Haj and 
Umrah and the Muttawiff y 
Hujjaj South Asia 
Company, which resulted 
in the allocation of distinct 

sites for pilgrims of Qatar 
in Arafat, he said.
He pointed to the 
integration of all the 
supporting units in 
the Qatari Haj Mission, 
each according to its 
specialisation, to ensure 
that the camps of Qatari 
pilgrims in Mina and 
Arafat are equipped and 

include all services and 
facilities with the highest 
standards.
Al-Misifri explained that 
the mission is a partner 
with the campaign 
owners with the same 
goal, which is to facilitate 
the performance of the 
fifth pillar for the pilgrims 
of Qatar.

Qatar attends UN meeting 
on improving road safety
Qatar participated in 

the UN General As-
sembly High-Level 

Meeting dedicated to dis-
cuss improving road safety 
under the slogan ‘Horizon 
2030 for Road Safety’ with 
the participation of more 
than 130 countries, QNA 
reported from New York.

The agenda of the meet-
ing, in which Qatar was 
represented by a delegation 
from the National Traffi  c 
Safety Committee, covered 
a number of topics, includ-
ing the adoption of a con-
cise, action-oriented and 
agreed political declaration 
submitted by the President 
of the UN General Assembly 
for adoption, a discussion of 
road safety contained in the 
United Nations 2030 Agen-
da, as well as a dialogue be-
tween relevant stakeholders 
to achieve results and more 
eff ective achievements, en-
hance the interactive dia-
logue on investing in road 
safety, and to share expe-
riences and benefi t from 
them in addressing the re-
maining gaps in the process 
of implementing the second 
United Nations Decade of 
Action for Road Safety.

Brigadier Engineer Mo-
hamed Abdullah al-Malki, 
member of the National 
Committee for Traffi  c 
Safety, secretary and head 
of the delegation, delivered 
a statement at the meet-
ing on the state of traffi  c 
safety in Qatar, reviewing 
the country’s experience in 
improving road safety and 
the great attention it at-
taches to this matter and its 
unique experience in road 
safety management in the 
Middle East and in devel-
oping countries, where the 
issue of preserving the lives 
and property of society and 
the states components oc-
cupies an advanced position 
in its social and economic 
policy.

He stressed Qatar’s com-
mitment to implementing 
the UN plan for 2030, which 
aims to reduce the number 
of deaths and injuries re-
sulting from road accidents 
by 50%, and pointed to the 
interest that was manifest-
ed in the establishment of 
the state’s pioneering na-
tional committee for traffi  c 
safety which was entrusted 
with the task of drawing up 
general traffi  c policies and 
providing solutions and 
proposals which improves 
the level of traffi  c safety on 
the country’s roads in its 
engineering, technical and 

human fi elds. He added that 
since its establishment, 
the committee has played 
an active role in improv-
ing the level of road safety 
through several measures 
that it has implemented and 
which made it achieve ad-
vanced results in this fi eld, 
and which has resulted in 
reducing the road accident 
death rate per 100,000 
people by 49% during the 
period of implementation 
of the fi rst work contract 
of the UN for Road Safety 
from 2010-2020, which co-
incided with the country’s 
implementation of its Na-
tional Traffi  c Safety Strat-
egy for 2013-2022.

He referred to the prepa-
rations that the National 
Traffi  c Safety Committee is 
currently making to launch 
its implementation plan for 
road safety at the beginning 
of 2023, in conjunction with 
the second UN Decade of 
Action for Road Safety for 
2021-2030, which aims to 
reduce the number of road 
traffi  c deaths and injuries 
by at least 50%.

Brigadier al-Maliki 
listed the most important 
achievements of Qatar in 
road safety during the pe-
riod of implementing its 
strategy, which was to re-
duce the response time for 
emergency calls to less than 
fi ve seconds, and the re-
sponse time of ambulance 
and rescue services to reach 
accident sites to eight min-
utes, which contributed to 
saving lives of many ac-
cident victims, and thus 
reducing the death rate. In 
addition also listed was the 
developing of the road net-
work and increasing of its 
length and capacity for traf-
fi c, while meeting the high-
est standards of road safety 
and establishing 258km of 
lanes for bicycles and pe-
destrians, which led to a 
reduction in the number of 

accidents on the roads, in 
addition to raising the level 
of traffi  c awareness in the 
community through traffi  c 

awareness programmes by 
the state from 2010-2020. 
This refl ected positively on 
the behaviour of road users 
including drivers, passen-
gers and pedestrians, thus 
reducing the rate of road 
accidents and the govern-
ment’s adoption of United 
Nations road safety resolu-
tions contained in the UN 
Sustainable Development 
Goals.

He referred to the chal-
lenges facing countries and 
people of the world in im-
proving road safety contained 
in the UN 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development, 
stressing the importance of 
the meeting, which opens the 
way for a dialogue between 
the relevant stakeholders, to 

achieve more eff ective re-
sults as well as strengthen-
ing the interactive dialogue 
on investing in road safety, 
exchanging experiences and 
benefi ting from them.

Qatar called on countries 
to co-operate and work to-
gether to achieve the goals 
of the UN Second Decade of 
Action for Road Safety. It also 
suggested that the UN form a 
technical team of experts and 
specialists to provide techni-
cal support to poor countries, 
to help them improve the 
level of road safety, and called 
for an eff ective mechanism 
for exchanging information 
and experiences between 
countries in order to enhance 
and improve the level of road 
safety in all countries.

Brigadier Engineer Mohamed Abdullah al-Malki, member of 
the National Committee for Traff ic Safety and head of the 
delegation stressed Qatar’s commitment to implementing 
the UN plan for 2030, which aims to reduce the number of 
deaths and injuries resulting from road accidents by 50%.

Joint panel formed to 
find pricing solutions 
for local farm produce

A joint committee between the Ministry of Mu-
nicipality and the Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry has been formed to explore the best 

possible solutions and mechanisms for the pricing 
process of the locally produced agricultural products, 
said Yousef Khalid al-Khelaifi, director of the agricul-
ture affairs department at the Ministry of Municipal-
ity.

According to a report in local Arabic daily 
Arrayah, he said that during a recent meeting of 
HE the Minister of Municipality Dr Abdullah bin 
Abdulaziz bin Turki al-Subaie with the productive 
farm owners, the ministry laid great emphasis on the 
pricing process of local agriculture products. 

He also gave instructions to involve the represent-
atives of the farm owners in the work of this pricing 
team, to listen to their views, opinions and to review 
them accordingly.  Al-Khelaifi said that the recent 
meeting came to complement the previous meet-
ing held in March on the sidelines of the 9th Qatar 
International Agricultural and Environmental Ex-
hibition, as part of the ongoing consultative meet-
ings with the local producers held to discuss  ways of 
developing and boosting local agriculture products. 

Accordingly, HE the minister introduced the farm 
owners to a number of initiatives and programmes 
adopted by the Ministry of Municipality. 

He also briefed the participants at the meeting 
about the agreement with Hassad Food Company, 
according to which different kinds of agriculture 
services will be offered to farmers to speed up and 
improve the quality. The other topics of discussions 
included the abundance of production during the ag-
riculture season and the possibility of extending the 
agriculture season to increase production. 

In the meantime, al-Khelaifi pointed out that the 
local production of vegetables has seen a quantum 
leap over the past few years achieving an increase of 
almost 100% over the past three years compared to 
the previous years. The local production of vegetables 
amounted to 102,000 tonnes in 2021 compared to only 
55 tonnes in 2017.
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QIIB ties up with Qatar Airways 
Privilege Club to launch new 
‘Instant Personal Finance’
QIIB has launched a new ‘Instant Personal 

Finance’ offer through its digital chan-
nels (QIIB Mobile and Internet Banking) 

with “exceptional features”, including a “com-
petitive” finance rate and Avios reward miles 
from Qatar Airways Privilege Club.

By applying for this offer, which is valid un-
til August 31, QIIB customers can obtain instant 
personal finance via QIIB Mobile and Internet 
Banking. 

Each customer will be granted a reward of 
10,000 Avios by Qatar Airways Privilege Club 
for every QR50,000 worth of finance with a 
minimum four years financing period and its 
multiples and receive 10,000 Avios for every 
QR100,000 of finance with a financing period 
between two and four years and its multiples.

Under the terms of the new offer, customers 
who obtain finance can benefit from a grace pe-
riod of up to 12 months for Qatari nationals and 
three months for expatriates, calculated based 
on the finance term. 

Upon satisfying the required standards and 
uploading the necessary documents to QIIB Mo-
bile Banking or Internet Banking, the finance 
amount will be transferred to the customer’s ac-
count in real-time. 

QIIB CEO Dr Abdulbasit Ahmed al-Shaibei 
said: “We are pleased to launch a new personal 
finance offer through our digital channels in col-
laboration with Qatar Airways Privilege Club. 
This offer is in line with the bank’s directions 
in promoting digital transformation culture and 
encouraging customers to use digital channels, 
given their various benefits, including their ease 
and efficiency.”

He noted: “Customers’ rising demand for QIIB 
Digital Channels is our driving force behind 
launching such offers. QIIB has put in place a 
high-performing digital infrastructure as part 
of executing a large part of the Bank’s digital 
transformation plan. Most of QIIB’s services 
and products are available through the digital 
platforms and some operations were complete-
ly digitalised in satisfaction of the Customers’ 
preferences who wish to execute such opera-
tions without the hassle of visiting the Bank’s 
Branches.”

“The QIIB finance offer meets the require-
ments of our customers. It was launched after 
studying the market needs and monitoring the 
customers’ aspirations to obtain personal fi-
nance with competitive features, flexible terms 
and a quick turnaround of financing. In order to 
obtain the personal finance through our Digital 
Channels, the customer who meets the condi-
tions is only required to upload the necessary 
documents to QIIB Mobile or Internet Banking 
and the request will be processed in real-time. 

“An instant text message will be sent to the 
customer’s mobile phone stating that the re-
quired finance was obtained. The customer may 
apply at any desired time, round the clock with-
out the need to be limited to the official working 
hours of a branch.”

He continued: “The personal finance offer via 
QIIB Digital Channels carries an added value 
represented in the co-operation and partnership 
with Qatar Airways, the world’s leading airline, 
through granting customers who obtain personal 
finance under this offer, a reward of up to 20,000 
Avios for each finance of QR100,000. This will 
help e-customers to head to their desired desti-
nations, especially while approaching the sum-
mer and vacations season.”

Dr al-Shaibei called upon the bank’s Custom-
ers to “avail of this special offer” designed to 
keep up with the customers’ requirements and 
aspirations while taking into account the best 
standards applied in the banking sector by en-
suring customers are granted finance at the low-
est possible cost and with the best features.

Qatar Airways Group Chief Executive HE Ak-
bar al-Baker said: “We are constantly striving 
to provide Privilege Club members with maxi-
mum benefits for being a part of our loyalty pro-
gramme.”

He continued: “Partnering with QIIB will pro-
vide our loyal customers with a convenient tool 
to collect 10,000 Avios when opting for finance 
of QR50,000 or QR100,000 depending on fi-
nancing duration.”

“This is another testament to our commitment 
of providing a world-class experience to local 
members, giving them more ways to earn and 
burn Avios in Qatar.”

HE Akbar al-Baker (left) and Dr Abdulbasit Ahmed 
al-Shaibei

By applying for this off er, which is valid until 
August 31, QIIB customers can obtain instant 
personal finance via QIIB Mobile and Internet 
Banking. 

QC provides relief to 
15,442 Rohingya refugees

Qatar Charity (QC) has 
continued with its relief 
assistance for Rohingya 
refugees at Bhasan 
Char, a remote island 
in Bangladesh, aiming 
to ensure food security 
and protect them from 
vulnerability. Recently, QC 
distributed essential food 
items and gas cylinders 
among refugees, which 
benefited 15,442 people. 
Under the guideline 
of RRRC (Off ice of the 
Refugee Relief and Repatriation 
Commissioner) of the Government 
of Bangladesh, QC’s relief staff ers 
provided aid from the distribution 
centre in Bhasan Char. The food 
packages contained rice, pulses, 
oil, salt, sugar, onion, garlic, ginger, 
spices, dried fish and potatoes, 
which plainly will fulfil the food 
necessity of a family for one month. 
Until now, nearly 30,000 Rohingya 
refugees have been relocated to 
Bhasan Char island from Cox’s Bazar 
camps and Qatar Charity provides 
food relief among them by turn, a 
press statement notes. Getting the 
continuous aid from QC, the refugees 
have expressed their wholehearted 
gratitude and they thanked the 
donors and benefactors. Ajim Ullah, 

44, said: “We came here six months 
ago and from then we are receiving 
food items from Qatar Charity, and 
this assistance enabled us to run our 
family smoothly.” Dilder Begum, 33, 
added: “It’s an irony of fate that we 
are evacuated from our birthland, 
which has brought a lot of desolation 
in our life. Now, we are dependent 
on the relief. Thanks to Qatar Charity 
for extending co-operation for the 
Rohingya.” Food relief Since 2021, 
Qatar Charity has been providing 
food relief and essentials at Bhasan 
Char. Last year, a total of 122,989 
refugees benefited through the 
relief programme for Rohingya. 
Bangladesh is currently hosting more 
than 1.1mn Rohingya at camps in 
Cox’s Bazar and Bhasan Char.

Recently, Qatar Charity distributed essential food items and gas cylinders 
among refugees, which benefited 15,442 people.
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Jabra, a leading brand in audio, vid-
eo and collaboration solutions, has 
marked a return to Qatar with its 

latest products and a presence strong-
er than ever.

After a two-year hiatus, Jabra now 
operates in Qatar under the umbrella 
of Modern Home, off ering “innovative 
products engineered to empower con-
sumers and businesses”, a press state-
ment notes.

Jabra’s engineering excellence 
is built on 150 years of “pioneering 
work” within the GN Group, which 
was founded in 1869, and operates in 
100 countries.

Jabra is world-renowned for creat-
ing integrated tools for contact cen-
tres, offi  ces and collaborations that 
help professionals work more produc-
tively from anywhere.

Its wireless headphones and ear-
buds enable consumers to better enjoy 
calls, music and media.

As it announces its return to the 
market, Jabra is presenting three prod-
ucts within its latest Elite true wireless 
line-up – the Elite Pro, Elite Active and 
core Elite lines.

The line-up is now available at 
Modern Home at Al Maha Centre 
on Salwa Road; FNAC at Lagoona 
Mall, Doha Festival City, and Place 
Vendôme; Virgin Megastore at Villag-
gio, Landmark Mall, Mall of Qatar and 
Place Vendôme; and other major elec-
tronics retailers in Qatar.

The line-up includes the “Jabra 
Elite 7 Pro, a revolutionary product 
that features Jabra MultiSensor Voice 
technology, off ering best-in-class call 
performance”.

Jabra is also releasing the Elite 7 
Active with pioneering ShakeGrip 
coating, perfect for those with active 
lifestyles.

Finally, the third addition to the 
range is the Jabra Elite 3, “which brings 
fantastic sound while on the go to a 
wide audience”, the statement ex-
plains.

This redefi ned Elite range “signifi es 
the latest breakthrough in true wire-
less technology: each one is specifi -
cally engineered to reinvent the true 
wireless experience as you know it by 
introducing new and unique technolo-
gies optimised for specifi c use cases in 
a sleek and modern design”.

As one of the fi rst companies to in-
troduce true wireless technology, Jabra 
has taken six generations’ worth of 
learning and is reinventing true wire-
less to better fi t the needs of today’s 
millions of true wireless users.

The new Elite range is tailored for 
specifi c use scenarios.

Jabra’s new Pro category is de-

signed for those who want the best 
of the best for calls and music, allow-
ing users to experience true wireless 
without limits.

Jabra’s Active category is tailored 
for sports and active lifestyles and the 
earbuds are specifi cally engineered to 
stay put when you sweat.

Finally, Elite 3 makes up part of 
Jabra’s core category, a new standard 
for entry-level, on-the-go sound.

The return of Jabra to Qatar rein-

forces Modern Home’s portfolio of 
providing its customers with interna-
tionally-respected brands.

It also refl ects its unique position 
as the preferred choice for brands that 
are looking to establish a strong pres-
ence in the local market, the state-
ment adds.

Jabra returns to Qatar under Modern Home
Launches latest Elite Wireless Earbuds line-up

From the Jabra Elite true wireless 
line-up.

A high-level educational delegation 
from Kuwait, headed by Assistant 
Undersecretary for the Public Educa-

tion Sector Osama Hussein Sultan Najim, has 
concluded a visit to Qatar, during which they 
were briefed on the Qatari experience in pub-
lic education development.

Members of the delegation met Ministry 
of Education and Higher Education offi  cials, 
and visited some educational institutions 
to learn about Qatar’s experiences and best 
practices in education development.

In a press statement, Najim praised the 
Qatari experience in education development, 
stressing that Qatar has achieved tangible 
successes and a great leap in the development 
of education, placing it in an advanced rank 
among international classifi cations in the 
fi eld of education quality.

The Kuwaiti offi  cial added that the current 
visit to Qatar came with the aim of reviewing 
this rich experience, and studying the pros-
pects for co-operation between Kuwait and 

Qatar in the educational aspect.
Najim attributed the quality of education 

in Qatar to several reasons, including the 
use of modern and advanced technological 
methods, adopting diversifi cation of educa-
tional paths, attracting specialised and inter-
national schools and their role in raising the 
learner’s receiving effi  ciency.

He lauded Qatar’s interest in national iden-
tity and keenness to develop the spirit of sci-
entifi c research among learners, and its use of 
local and international experiences in devel-
oping curricula and its integration with tech-
nological progress, and assigning local and 
international capabilities and competencies.

During the visit, the Kuwaiti delegation 
was briefed on the quality indicators of edu-
cation.

Assistant Undersecretary for Evaluation 
Aff airs Khalid Abdullah al-Harqan gave an 
explanation about the system for measuring 
the quality of students’ academic achieve-
ment, and the system for assessing the qual-
ity of school performance in schools and kin-
dergartens.

The delegation also learned about Qa-
tar’s experience in the educational curricu-
lum development project, and in the fi eld of 
technical and vocational education and the 
advantages off ered to students of special-
ised schools, namely technical and banking 
schools.

Members of the delegation met Assistant 
Undersecretary for Private Education Aff airs 
Omar Abdul Aziz al-Naama, Director of Pri-
vate Schools Aff airs Rashid Ahmed al-Ameri, 
and a number of offi  cials of the private educa-
tion aff airs sector in the ministry. – QNA

Kuwaiti team praises Qatar education development

Hamad Bin Khalifa Uni-
versity (HBKU) has 
signed a memorandum 

of understanding (MoU) with 
the Qatar Financial Centre 
Regulatory Authority (QFCRA), 
which aims to serve as a frame-
work for co-operation relating 
to the development and un-
derstanding of the law and its 
implementation between both 
parties.

The MoU was signed by 
HBKU College of Law dean Su-
san L Karamanian and QFCRA 
chief executive Michael G Ryan.

Others in attendance were 
QFCRA managing director 
(Policy, Legal and Enforcement) 
Prue Morris, QFCRA deputy 
managing director (Policy, Le-
gal and Enforcement) Farah Ab-
dulrahman al-Muftah, senior 
HBKU digital specialist Faisal 
al-Janahi, and Laith Hammad, 
partnership offi  cer from the 
HBKU President’s Offi  ce.

“Over the past four years, 
the College of Law has worked 
closely with the Qatar Financial 
Centre (QFC),” said Karama-
nian, adding: “Given this exist-
ing relationship and our exper-
tise in legal aspects of fi nancial 
services, including innovative 
areas, such as the blockchain 
and cryptocurrencies, it is only 
natural for us to extend our 
engagement specifi cally to the 
QFCRA.”

“The relationship will en-
able College of Law faculty and 
students to work closely with 
QFCRA experts to address a 
variety of aspects of fi nancial 
services regulation so that they 
are aligned with international 
best practices,” she continued. 
“Further, the relationship will 
give our students critical expe-
riential learning as they navi-
gate through the sophisticated 
regulatory environment of the 
QFC.”

“We are pleased that our 
partnership with HBKU’s Col-
lege of Law gives us an excel-
lent opportunity to collaborate, 
share knowledge and further 
enhance Qatar’s legal land-
scape, in particular fi nancial 
services regulation,” Ryan said. 
“We look forward to working 
closely with both the faculty 
and students at the College of 
Law and providing prospects 
for an exchange of knowledge 

and experience between both 
parties.”

“Additionally, this marks the 
QFCRA’s third MoU with the 
HBKU, and we look forward to 
our continued co-operation 
with the institution as a whole,” 
he added.

Under the MoU, the HBKU 
and the QFCRA aim to explore 
areas of opportunities for col-
laboration in relation to legal 
aspects of fi nancial services and 
sharing knowledge of fi nancial 
services regulation.

In connection with the MoU, 
the QFCRA and the HBKU will 
host lectures and symposia, 
provide internship opportuni-
ties to students, and embark on 
joint research activities.

The MoU comes as part of 
both parties’ commitment and 
shared goal of building legal ca-
pacity within Qatar to help Qatar 
achieve the objectives set forth in 
Qatar National Vision 2030.

QFCRA signs MoU 
with HBKU college

QFCRA and HBKU off icials at the signing ceremony.

As Eid al-Adha holidays 
near, the demand on 
the clothes, accesso-

ries and tailors’ is increasing, 
with the local businesses ex-
periencing a surge in demand.

Local Arabic daily Arrayah 
reported that sales of Eid 
necessities and new clothes 
have been steadily on the rise 
over the past few days.

The traders said that they 
had not expected sales to high 
due to the summer holidays 
and with many families trav-
elling abroad.

However, as the Eid holi-
days this year are near to the 
beginning of the month and 
consequently, payday for 
most people, customers are 
willing to spend more.

Traditional popular souqs 
received the largest numbers 
of customers, Qataris in par-
ticular, such as Souq Waqif, 
Souq Al Ali, Souq Al Jabr, and 
Souq Al Deera.

Shop owners and operators 
stressed that they are keen to 
give their customers the best 
off ers possible and achieve 
better sales to make up for the 
periods of slumps over the 
past seasons. 

Salesman Mohamed 
Sharafeldin said that the sales 
of men’s accessories and 
clothes have increased con-
siderably over the past week.

He said that prices have not 
increased over the past years: 
the white head covering for 
men is priced between QR20-
150 depending on the qual-
ity, brand, and origins, while 
men’s perfumes start from 
QR40.

Salesman Fraidan Zaid said 
that the prices at the tradi-

tional souqs are stable, with 
the variation in prices of 
the same items often falling 
within the range of a couple 
of riyals.

He noted that customers 
prefer such places due to the 
concentration of many shops 
selling diff erent items.

Salesman Fadlurahman 
Ahmed stressed that busi-
nesses are keen to attract 
customers at this season, 
with some off ering good dis-
counts to encourage repeat 
business. 

These traditional souqs 
also off er custom tailoring, 
with a wide selection of fab-
rics and tailoring styles.

Business picking up as Eid draws closer

Silatech, an international 
socio-economic develop-
ment non-profi t organi-

sation that connects youth to 
jobs and economic opportuni-
ties, has announced a new mile-
stone in Morocco with its part-
ners, the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation and EFE-Maroc.

More than 700 young men 
and women have been placed 
into jobs in various sectors in-
cluding education, sales, food 
and beverage, and the automo-
tive industry.

The “A Chance to Reset: Re-
skilling, Empowerment towards 
Sustainable Employment to 
Thrive” project aims to bridge 
the skills mismatch and tackle 
the high youth unemployment 
rate in Morocco, especially af-
ter the coronavirus (Covid-19) 
pandemic.

The project targets the place-
ment of 8,175 youth into high 
demand jobs.

“The pandemic has been 
catastrophic for young people 
around the world, but it has 
accelerated the pace of change 
for organisations like Silatech 
to come back stronger than be-
fore,” said Silatech chief execu-
tive Hassan Ali al-Mulla. “We 
believe that partnerships and 
innovative solutions are the ul-

timate way forward to tackle the 
rising global issue of youth un-
employment.”

This four-year project aims to 
combat the high rates of youth 
unemployment and underem-
ployment that Morocco faces 
within its youth demography by 
helping them develop their skills 
as well as their technical ex-
pertise based on the job market 
needs.

“Since September 2021, and 
thanks to the ‘RESET’ project, 
EFE-Maroc has been able to 
train thousands of youth across 
Morocco and place more than 
700 job seekers into employ-
ment,” said EFE-Maroc chief 
executive Houda Barakate. 
“Our goal is to reach 2,000 
placements annually, which 
is achievable when we have a 
strong and agile ecosystem as is 

the case for Morocco and this is 
thanks to its four main pillars: 
committed public partners, a 
motivated private sector, high 
potential young people, and a 
dedicated civil society.”

James Carty, deputy director 
for Middle East and East Asia at 
the Bill & Melinda Gates Foun-
dation, said: “We are proud of 
what has been accomplished by 
this partnership with Silatech 
and EFE-Maroc in its fi rst year.”

“Programmes such as ‘RE-
SET’ are extremely important, 
particularly in a country where 
43% of the population is below 
the age of 24,” he said. “The 
pandemic is the most serious 
health crisis the world has ex-
perienced in a long time and 
there has never been a greater 
need to tackle employment with 
focus and innovation.” – QNA

Silatech helps 700 Moroccans get jobs

MoPH issues Covid precautionary advice to travellers ahead of Eid
From Page 1

5. Adhere to the following precautionary measures during 
your travel, especially in countries where Covid-19 is 
circulating widely in the community: 
 Wash your hands regularly with soap and water or use a 
hand sanitiser.
 Avoid physical contact when greeting others, including 
abstaining from shaking hands and kissing.
 Follow cough etiquette and use your sleeve to cover your 
nose and mouth when coughing and sneezing or use tissue 
paper and dispose of it appropriately.

 Wear a face mask in closed public places when you are near 
other people, in crowded indoor settings, near someone who 
has respiratory symptoms or when
you have respiratory symptoms.
 Avoid gathering and crowded and poorly ventilated places 
as much as possible. 
 Obtain a traveller health insurance where possible.
The ministry called on all eligible individuals to receive their 
Covid-19 booster dose. Anyone aged 12 years and above who 
had their second dose more than six months ago is eligible 
for a booster dose, with eligible people able to receive their 
booster vaccine dose at one of the 28 Primary Health Care 

Corporation health centres as well as the Qatar Vaccination 
Centre for Business and Industry in Bu Garn. 
At present, the Pfizer vaccine is approved for booster dose for 
those 12 and above while Moderna vaccine is approved for 
those 18 and above.
A fourth vaccine dose is also available for individuals 50 
years of age and older and those with chronic diseases that 
increase their risk for severe Covid-19 infection, regardless of 
their age.
The fourth dose is off ered to these vulnerable individuals 
after four months from their booster dose (third dose) or 
Covid-19 infection.
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‘Fragile situation’ 
as Libya anger boils 
over living conditions
AFP
Tripoli

Libya’s rival leaders were 
under growing street pres-
sure yesterday after pro-

testers stormed parliament as 
anger exploded over deteriorat-
ing living conditions and politi-
cal deadlock.

Libyans, many impoverished 
after a decade of turmoil and 
sweltering in the soaring sum-
mer heat, have been enduring 
fuel shortages and power cuts of 
up to 18 hours a day even as their 
country sits atop Africa’s largest 
proven oil reserves.

Libya has been mired in chaos 
and repeated rounds of confl ict 
since a Nato-backed uprising 
toppled and killed dictator Mua-
mmar Gaddafi  in 2011.

Protesters stormed the seat 
of the House of Representatives 
in the eastern city of Tobruk on 
Friday night, ransacking its of-
fi ces and torching part of the 
building.

In both the main eastern city 
of Benghazi — the cradle of the 
2011 uprising — and the capital 
Tripoli, thousands took to the 
streets to chants of “We want the 
lights to work”.

Some brandished the green 
fl ags of the former Gaddafi  re-
gime.

Calm appeared to have re-
turned to Tobruk yesterday, 
though there were calls on social 
media for more protests in the 
evening.

The UN’s top Libya envoy 
Stephanie Williams said that 
“riots and acts of vandalism” 
were “totally unacceptable”.

“It is absolutely vital that calm 
is maintained, responsible Liby-
an leadership demonstrated and 
restraint exercised by all,” she 
tweeted.

UN-mediated talks in Geneva 
this week aimed at breaking the 
deadlock between rival Libyan 
institutions failed to resolve key 

diff erences. Presidential and 
parliamentary elections, origi-
nally set for December last year, 
were meant to cap a UN-led 
peace process following the end 
of the last major round of vio-
lence in 2020. 

But voting never took place 
due to several contentious can-
didacies and deep disagree-
ments over the polls’ legal basis 
between the rival power centres 
in east and west.

In Tripoli on Friday, hundreds 
came out to demand elections, 
fresh political leadership and an 
end to the chronic power cuts.

The sudden eruption of un-
rest appeared to be spreading to 
other areas of the country, with 
Libyan media showing images 
of protesters in the oasis city of 
Sebha, deep in the Sahara desert, 
torching an offi  cial building.

A local journalist said protest-
ers in Libya’s third city Misrata 
were blocking roads after setting 
fi re to a municipal building on 
Friday night.

Interim prime minister Ab-
dulhamid Dbeibah leads a Tripo-

li-based administration while 
former interior minister Fathi 
Bashagha draws support from 
the Tobruk-based House of Rep-
resentatives and eastern military 
strongman Khalifa Haftar.

“For more than a year, the 
overwhelming majority of dip-
lomatic and mediation eff orts 
around Libya have been monop-
olised by the idea of elections, 
which won’t happen for at least 
two years, given the failure of the 
Geneva negotiations,” Libya ex-
pert Jalel Harchaoui said.

This year “has been extremely 
painful for Libyans” because the 
country “imports almost all its 
food and the Ukraine war has 
hit consumer prices”, Harchaoui 
said.

Libya’s energy sector, which 
during the Gaddafi  era fi nanced 
a generous welfare state, has also 
fallen victim to political divi-
sions, with a wave of forced clo-
sures of oil facilities since April.

Supporters of the eastern-
based administration have shut 
off  the oil taps as leverage in 
their eff orts to secure a transfer 

of power to Bashagha, whose at-
tempt to take up offi  ce in Tripoli 
in May ended in a swift with-
drawal.

Libya’s National Oil Corp has 
announced losses of more than 
$3.5bn from the closures and a 
drop in gas output, which has a 
knock-on eff ect on the power 
grid.

“There is kleptocracy and sys-
tematic corruption in the east 
as in the west, as the fancy cars 
and villas of the elite constantly 
remind the public,” Harchaoui 
said, accusing militias from both 
camps of carrying out “massive” 
fuel traffi  cking.

Recent weeks have seen re-
peated skirmishes between 
armed groups in Tripoli, 
prompting fears of a return to 
full-scale confl ict.

The European Union’s envoy 
to Libya, Jose Sabadell, said Fri-
day’s events “confi rm people 
want change through elections”.

But he urged peaceful pro-
tests, adding that “special re-
straint is necessary given the 
fragile situation”.

Libyan firefighters extinguish a flame at the House of Representatives in the eastern city of Tobruk 
yesterday, after angry protesters stormed the building ransacking its off ices and torching part of it.

Strong quakes kill 
fi ve in southern Iran
AFP
Tehran

A series of strong earth-
quakes rocked southern 
Iran yesterday, killing at 

least fi ve people, injuring over 
90 others and reducing an en-
tire village to rubble.

The quakes, including two of 
magnitude 6.0, struck west of 
the major port city of Bandar 
Abbas in Hormozgan province, 
the US Geological Survey said.

The fi rst rattled an area north 
of the town of Dezhgan shortly 
after 2:00am (2130 GMT), be-
fore a 5.7 tremor hit two hours 
later followed quickly by the 
second 6.0 magnitude quake, 
the USGS said.

Five people were killed, Hor-
mozgan governor Mehdi Dousti 
said, quoted by offi  cial news 
agency IRNA.

Dousti told state television 
that the village of Sayeh Khosh, 
close to the epicentre, had been 
“completely destroyed”.

“Ninety-three people were 
injured, of whom only seven are 
still in hospital for treatment,” 
national emergency services 
spokesman Mojtaba Khaledi 
told state television.

The broadcaster showed 
footage of residential build-
ings reduced to rubble in Sayeh 
Khosh, which was plunged into 
darkness in a power outage.

In another video, a family 

was seen sifting through debris 
and trying to recover their be-
longings, as a woman was heard 
screaming in the background.

Ambulances and other ve-
hicles tried to navigate roads 
covered in rubble as shocked 
residents wandered through 
the streets.

People spent the night out-
doors in the provincial capital 
Bandar Abbas — with a popu-
lation of more than 500,000, 
located about 100 kilometres 
east of the epicentre — as long 
queues formed at gas stations 
there, state media reported.

Interior Minister Ahmad Va-
hidi visited Hormozgan prov-
ince and told state television 

that restoring water and elec-
tricity were among the govern-
ment’s top priorities.

Iran’s Red Crescent Society 
said in the morning that search 
and rescue operations were 
nearly over. “We are concen-
trating on housing the victims 
of the earthquake,” Hormozgan 
governor Dousti told state tel-
evision.

A provincial heritage offi  -
cial told IRNA the quake dam-
aged 50 historical windmills on 
Qeshm island, located just off  
the coast.

Iran sits astride the bounda-
ries of several major tectonic 
plates and experiences fre-
quent seismic activity.

An Iranian man walks amid the rubble after an earthquake in Sayeh Khosh village in 
Hormozgan, yesterday.

Independent Algeria turns 60, but colonial-era wounds remain
AFP
Algiers

Algeria marks 60 years 
of independence from 
France on Tuesday, but 

rival narratives over atrocities 
committed during more than 
a century of colonial rule still 
trigger bitter diplomatic ten-
sions.

The North African country 
won its independence follow-
ing a gruelling eight-year war 
which ended with the signing 
in March 1962 of the Evian Ac-
cords.

On July 5 of the same year, 
days after 99.72% voted for in-
dependence in a referendum, 
Algeria fi nally broke free from 
colonial rule — but memories 
of the 132-year occupation con-
tinue to mar its ties with France.

The country’s authorities are 
planning to mark the anniver-
sary with pomp and ceremony, 
capped by a vast military parade 
in Algiers, the fi rst of its kind in 
33 years.

A show is also planned at the 
capital’s opera house that “re-
traces the long history of Alge-
ria”, said the minister for inde-
pendence fi ghters, Laid Rebiga.

The government has even 
commissioned a logo — a circle 

of 60 stars containing military 
fi gures and equipment — to 
mark “a glorious history and a 
new era”. Algeria’s war of in-
dependence left hundreds of 
thousands of dead and, despite 
a string of gestures by French 
President Emmanuel Macron, a 
crisis late last year underlined 
how spiky the issue remains six 
decades on.

Macron reportedly ques-
tioned whether Algeria had 
existed as a nation before the 
French invasion and accused its 
“political-military system” of 
rewriting history and fomenting 
“hatred”. Algeria withdrew its 
ambassador in response.

“Relations between the pow-
er system in Algeria and ‘offi  cial 
France’ have been punctuated 
by crises and pseudo-recon-
ciliations since independence,” 
said Athmane Mazouz, head of 
Algeria’s secularist opposition 
party RCD.

“At this point, all bets are off  
on whether they can establish 
better ties.” 

France has ruled out any form 
of apology for the colonial pe-
riod.

But Macron has also made 
a number of gestures aimed at 
mending ties with the former 
colony.

Visiting Algiers during his 

fi rst presidential campaign in 
February 2017, he described 
colonisation as a “crime against 
humanity”. He has since ac-
knowledged the French army 
was behind the death of Alge-
rian nationalist lawyer Ali Bou-
mendjel and anti-colonialist 
French mathematician Maurice 
Audin.

France has returned the skulls 
of 19th century Algerian resist-
ance fi ghters and opened state 

archives on the Algerian war.
And the two sides appear to 

have moved on from the latest 
crisis.

Macron and his Algerian 
counterpart Abdelmadjid Teb-
boune confi rmed in a June 18 
phone call their desire to “deep-
en” relations.

Tebboune even congratulated 
Macron on his “brilliant” re-
election and invited him to visit 
Algeria.

Historian Amar Mohand-
Amer said it was time for “a 
quick return to a normal situa-
tion”.

“Sixty years after independ-
ence, isn’t it time we took the 
heat out of this debate?”

Mohand-Amer pointed out 
that the anniversary celebra-
tions come at a time of raised 
tensions in the wider region 
around Algeria.

To the east, in war-scarred 

Libya, the emergence of two ri-
val governments has raised fears 
of a return to armed confl ict af-
ter a two-year truce.

And to the south, Mali is in 
crisis after army offi  cers, dis-
gruntled at the government’s 
failure to roll back a militant up-
rising, ousted president Ibrahim 
Boubacar Keita in 2020.

“The very unstable regional 
geopolitics demand strong po-
sitions in the mid to long term 
and the consolidation of po-
litical and economic relations” 
between Algeria and France, 
Mohand-Amer said.

But the historian fears that 
Macron’s move towards recon-
ciliation could face a major test 
due to gains by extreme right 
leader Marine Le Pen’s party 
the Rassemblement National in 
June elections.

Le Pen said in March that co-
lonialism had “contributed to 
Algeria’s development” and ac-
cused Macron of “spending his 
life apologising without asking 
anything in return from an Al-
gerian government that contin-
ues to insult France”. Mohand-
Amer warned that “the French 
far right will transform this 
mandate into a big battlefi eld 
of memories, where revisionism 
and the falsifi cation of history 
will be omnipresent.”

Pope Francis ‘greatly 
disappointed’ over 
cancelled Africa visit

Pope Francis has said he is 
“greatly disappointed” he can-
not make a planned visit to the 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
and South Sudan due to knee 
pain, AFP reported from Vatican 
City. The 85-year-old pontiff  suf-
fers chronic arthritis in his knee, 
according to Vatican sources, 
and has cancelled a string of 
events in recent months.
“The Lord knows how greatly 
disappointed I am to have had 
to postpone this long-awaited 
and much-desired visit,” the 
Pope said in a video mes-
sage released by the Vatican 
yesterday. “But we remain 
confident and hopeful that we 
shall be able to meet as soon as 
possible.” The Vatican had post-
poned the Pope’s trip to South 
Sudan and the DRC on June 10 
“at the request of his doctors” to 
avoid jeopardising treatment.
In his video message, the Pope 
off ered a “heartfelt blessing” to 
the two countries he was set 
to visit. He said: “I think of the 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
and the exploitation, violence 
and insecurity from which it 
suff ers, particularly in the east 
of the country, where armed 
conflicts continue to cause 
much intense suff ering, aggra-
vated by the indiff erence and 
the convenience of many.”

An excavator removes rubble after an earthquake in Sayeh Khosh 
village in Hormozgan.

Israel strike on Syria injures two civilians
AFP
Damascus

An Israeli air strike wounded two civil-
ians yesterday in the Syrian govern-
ment’s heartland on the war-torn 

country’s west coast, the defence ministry 
said.

“The Israeli enemy carried out an air 
strike” after daybreak near the town of Al-
Hamidiyah, the ministry said, identifying 
the locations hit as poultry farms, without 
elaborating. The strike was conducted from 

the Mediterranean Sea, west of Lebanon’s 
northern city of Tripoli, and “led to the in-
jury of two civilians, including a woman”, it 
said in a statement. The Syrian Observatory 
for Human Rights war monitor said the facil-
ity that was struck had formerly been used to 
keep farm animals but was now used by Leb-
anon’s Hezbollah, a Syrian government ally.

The Israeli army said yesterday that they 
“do not comment on reports in the foreign 
media”. Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-Ab-
dollahian of Iran, also a staunch ally of Syr-
ian President Bashar al-Assad, condemned 
the Israeli strike. “With its attacks, the Zi-

onist entity is trying to portray Damascus as 
an unsafe city to obstruct the return of dis-
placed Syrians,” he said yesterday during a 
visit to the Syrian capital.

Video footage by Syrian’s offi  cial news 
agency SANA showed rubble at what it said 
was the site of the targeted facility.

People are seen inspecting the site, where 
pulverised chunks of concrete and iron lay on 
the earth in the middle of a fi eld.

Al-Hamidiyah is located south of Tartus, a 
bastion of the Syrian government and home 
to a naval port used by Russia, whose armed 
forces have backed Assad.

Iran top diplomat in Syria to calm tensions
Iran’s foreign minister travelled yesterday to 
Damascus on what he said was a mission to calm 
tensions, after Turkey threatened to launch a new 
off ensive on Kurds in northern Syria, AFP reported 
from Damascus.
Hossein Amir-Abdollahian said his visit “was 
aimed at establishing peace and security in the 
region between Syria and Turkey”, according to 
Iran’s off icial news agency IRNA. Iran is a major 
ally of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad. Turkey 
has launched a string of off ensives in Syria since 
2016 targeting Kurdish militias as well as Islamic 

State group militants and forces loyal to Syria’s 
President Bashar al-Assad. Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan said earlier this year he 
wanted to encourage 1mn Syrian refugees to 
return to their country by building them housing 
and local infrastructure in their homeland. In 
recent weeks, Erdogan said he planned to launch a 
military off ensive against Kurdish fighters in Syria 
waging an insurgency against his country. These 
include the US-backed Kurdish People’s Protection 
Units (YPG), which formed a crucial part of an 
international coalition against the Islamic State .

File photo taken on July 3, 1962, shows Algerian troops of the National Liberation Army (ALN) parade in 
front of the Palais de Sports in Oran, during a ceremony celebrating Algeria’s independence.
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Women are fi ghting to get at 
least one seat in Papua New 
Guinea’s male-dominated 

parliament when voting opens tomor-
row in a mountainous, forest-clad land 
scarred by gender-based violence.

Prime Minister James Marape is 
fending off  a challenge from his pred-
ecessor Peter O’Neill to lead this re-
source-rich but poverty-struck Pacifi c 
Island for the next fi ve years.

Marape became prime minister in 
2019 after O’Neill resigned amid un-
happiness at the handling of a gas 
deal in the resource-rich but poverty-
stricken country.

Whoever wins, the new leader will 
need to cobble together a coalition gov-
ernment, say analysts.

Women, though, are hoping just to 
have a voice in the 118-seat parliament.

In the nearly 50 years since Papua 
New Guinea gained independence from 
Australia, only seven women have ever 
secured a seat, and not one in the last 
election in 2017.

“Many of us really feel like we stand 
a great chance,” said Sylvia Pascoe, one 
of 142 women among the almost 3,500 
candidates in this election. “Not just 
because the timing is right, but because 
we’ve spent our lives building up to this 
moment.”

Statistics on women’s experiences 
in the country are alarming: 63% have 
been subject to physical, sexual or 
emotional violence at the hands of their 
spouses, according to a national survey 
completed four years ago.

At least 70% of both men and women 
agreed that a man would be justifi ed in 
beating his wife in at least one of these 

circumstances: if she burnt food, ar-
gued, went out without telling her 
husband, refused sex, or neglected her 
children.

However, Pascoe said women were 
increasingly taking leadership roles in 
churches, sports and youth groups, and 
the “drought” in female representa-
tion in politics was sparking a change in 
sentiment ahead of the election.

“At the last elections, nobody was 
really out there rooting for women,” 
she told AFP, but women were now 
expressing a desire to vote for fellow 
women, and youth groups were singing 
songs in support of their runs for offi  ce. 
“People only saw men being leaders. 
Then suddenly, there was a drought, 
and they said: ‘Something’s not right, 
there is no balance.’”

Women in Papua New Guinea have 
found it hard to overcome perceptions 
that only men make leaders, said Jessica 

Collins, Pacifi c researcher at the inde-
pendent Sydney-based Lowy Institute 
think tank.

However, there is now more public 
debate about women’s place in poli-
tics, Collins added, with some young, 
determined female candidates running 
smart campaigns this year.

“The chance for getting women 
elected to parliament this time around 
is probably increasing,” she said.

Elections in Papua New Guinea can 
be dangerous, however.

At the last general election in 2017, 
more than 200 voting-related killings 
were documented by monitors from the 
Australian National University.

Election malfeasance was “more 
brazen than ever before”, the monitors 
said in a report, citing “serious irregu-
larities” such as voter intimidation and 
multiple voting.

For women candidates hard-pressed 
to get fi nancing, the risks can be greater, 
said Pascoe, who sometimes ventures 

into volatile areas without the large se-
curity teams her male rivals enjoy.

So far, she had not encountered sig-
nifi cant security issues but Pascoe said 
she had heard stories of crowds throw-
ing stones and bottles at candidates.

“I was in a place the other night 
where the guy said they haven’t had 
water for a month,” she said.

“People are desperate” and when 
they do not hear what they want from 
candidates, they can get upset, Pascoe 
said.

Australia has sent more than 130 
troops with transport aircraft to pro-
vide security for the vote.

Voting will take place from July 4-22, 
with ballots airlifted to remote constit-
uencies with assistance from the Aus-
tralian Defence Force.

They will assist the thousands of 
Papua New Guinea police and troops 
around the country, with the heaviest 
deployments in the remote and fre-
quently violent highlands provinces.

Further complicating the process, 
the electoral roll is not up to date, said 
Pacifi c analyst Harry Ivarature at the 
Australian National University. “So the 
whole integrity of this election is al-
ready under question.”

The election outcome not expected 
to be clear until August.

Analysts say the battle to be prime 
minister could be tight as O’Neill calls 
for a revival of the resources sector, 
three years after resigning under pres-
sure over corruption and a failure to 
spread mining wealth.

In an ethnically diverse country with 
more than 800 languages, there are few 
national issues to galvanise voters, and 
the overriding focus remains on what 
material benefi ts candidates can bring 
to local communities.

Women are hopeful however that 
their voices can break through.

“We might just see a whole new em-
powered generation rising out of this,” 
Pascoe said.

Women battle for seats in male-dominated Papua New Guinea parliament
Papua New Guinea steps up security ahead of polls tomorrow
AFP/Reuters
Port Moresby/Sydney

China’s fi rst typhoon of the year 
brought gales and rain to its 
southern shores yesterday, as 

forecasters warned of record rainfall 
and high disaster risk in provinces in-
cluding Guangdong, the country’s most 
populous.

Typhoon Chaba, the Thai name for 
the hibiscus fl ower, was moving north-
west at 15-20kph (10-15mph) after 
the eye of the storm made landfall in 
Guangdong’s Maoming city yesterday 
afternoon, the National Meteorological 
Centre said in a statement.

Chaba, though medium in intensity 
and expected to lose strength over time, 

is likely to bring extremely heavy rains 
and may break the record for cumula-
tive rainfall as it pulls the monsoon rain 
belt in the region inland, said Gao Sh-
uanzhu, the centre’s chief forecaster.

“The abundant monsoon water va-
pour will lead to intense downpours 
and huge cumulative rainfall of an ex-
treme nature,” Gao said, predicting up 
to 600mm (24”) of cumulative rainfall 
in some areas.

At risk are the west of Guangdong, 
where China’s typhoons usually linger, 
the east of Guangxi autonomous region 
and the island province of Hainan, with 
rainstorms causing landslides, urban 
waterlogging and fl oods, Gao said.

Hainan upgraded its emergency re-
sponse to Level II, the second-highest, 
yesterday.

It suspended railway service across 
the island and cancelled more than 400 
fl ights to and from the cities of Haikou 
and Sanya.

In Macau, one person was injured 
due to the wind and rain on Chaba’s ap-
proach, state televisions reported.

In waters off  Hong Kong, which is 
270km (170 miles) northeast of Maom-
ing, more than two dozen crew on an 
engineering vessel with 30 people on 
board were missing after it snapped in 
two in waters as Chaba passed through, 
authorities said.

The vessel “suff ered substantial 
damage and broke into two pieces” and 
the 30-member crew abandoned ship, 
according to the Hong Kong Govern-
ment Flying Service.

Three people had been rescued as of 

3pm local time (0700 GMT) and were 
taken to hospital for treatment, author-
ities said.

Dramatic footage provided by Hong 
Kong authorities showed a person being 
airlifted onto a helicopter while waves 
crashed over the deck of the semi-sub-
merged ship below.

The three survivors said other crew 
members may have been swept away 
by waves before the fi rst helicopter ar-
rived, according to a government state-
ment.

Rescuers in Hong Kong were noti-
fi ed of the incident at 7.25am local time 
(2325 GMT on Friday) and found the 
ship near Chaba’s centre, where harsh 
weather conditions and nearby wind 
farms made the operation “more diffi  -
cult and dangerous”.

The ship’s location recorded wind 
speeds of 144kph and waves that were 

10m high, authorities said.
The Government Flying Service dis-

patched two sorties of fi xed-wing air-
craft and four helicopter sorties, with 
mainland Chinese authorities also dis-
patching a rescue boat.

Rescuers said that they would in-
crease the search area “due to the large 
number of people missing” and extend 
the operation into the night if condi-
tions allowed.

In recent weeks, historic rainfall and 
fl ooding in southern China have de-
stroyed property, paralysed traffi  c and 
disrupted the daily lives of millions in 
one of the country’s most populous and 
economically key regions.

Extreme weather including unusually 
heavy fl ooding is expected to continue 
in China through August, forecast-
ers predicted this week, with climate 
change partly blamed.

China lashed by year’s fi rst typhoon
Dozens missing in shipwreck during South China Sea typhoon
Reuters/AFP
Shanghai/Hong Kong

India’s annual monsoon covered the 
entire country yesterday, six days 
earlier than usual, the state-run 

weather offi  ce said, but rain totals are 5% 
below average so far this season.

The monsoon, critical for farm out-
put and economic growth in the world’s 
second-most populous country, ar-
rived on the coast of the southern Kerala 
state on May 29, a couple of days ahead 
of usual, yet after a promising start the 

rains gradually tapered off , clocking an 
8% defi cit in June.

Last month’s patchy rains slowed the 
planting of rice, an essential summer 
crop.

India’s rice farmers have planted 
4.3mn hectares with the grain so far this 
season, down 27% from the same period 
last year.

The progress of the monsoon, which 
delivers about 70% of the country’s an-
nual rainfall, is crucial for rice output 
and exports from India, the world’s big-
gest exporter of the grain.

Poor monsoon rains would further 

delay rice planting, stunt the crop and 
cut yields, leading to a drawdown in 
state inventories that would trigger ex-
port curbs to ensure suffi  cient supplies 
for the country’s 1.4bn people.

India is likely to receive monsoon 
rainfall between 94-106% of the long-
term average in July, the most crucial 
month for planting rice and a host of 
other summer crops such as corn, cot-
ton, soybean and sugarcane, the India 
Meteorological Department said.

The weather offi  ce defi nes average, 
or normal, rainfall as between 96% and 
104% of a 50-year average of 87cm (35”) 

for the entire four-month season begin-
ning in June.

Rain totals or between 90% and 96% 
are considered below average.

Bountiful monsoon rains in July would 
ease concerns about the output of sum-
mer crops, promising higher incomes in 
the countryside where most Indians live.

As almost half of the country’s farm-
land lacks irrigation, Indian farmers de-
pend on the monsoon.

The farm sector employs more than 
half of the country’s population and ac-
counts for nearly 15% of India’s $2.7tn 
economy, Asia’s third-biggest.

India’s monsoon rains cover entire country
Reuters
New Delhi

Nature unleashed

This handout photo taken and released by the Hong Kong Government Flying Service yesterday 
shows a ship after it broke into two amid Typhoon Chaba, during a rescue operation of the crew 
members in the South China Sea, 160 nautical miles southwest of Hong Kong.

In this photo released yesterday by the Indian Army soldiers and 
disaster relief teams search for survivors after a landslide in Noney 
district, some 50km from Manipur’s capital Imphal.

Visiting the Malaysian city where 
she was born, Australian For-
eign Minister Penny Wong said 

her story showed that Australia is part 
of Asia, as new data showed more than 
half of Australians were born overseas 
or had an immigrant parent.

Wong visited Kota Kinabalu, the cap-
ital of Sabah state, where she lived for 
eight years as a child before migrating 

to Australia, as part of an offi  cial visit to 
Malaysia.

“One in two Australians are either 
born overseas or have parents who were 
born overseas so this is a very Australian 
experience,” she told media on her fi rst 
visit to Malaysia since a Labor govern-
ment won offi  ce last month. “It mat-
ters that Australia speaks to South East 
Asia in a way that recognises that we are 
part of this region and our futures are 
shared.”

Results of a census conducted eve-
ry fi ve years and released on Tuesday 

showed for the fi rst time over half of 
the Australian population (51.5%) were 
born overseas or had a migrant parent.

“We are a multicultural and diverse 
nation ... It is one of the strengths of 
who Australia is and we should tell that 
story in the region more,” she said.

Wong recalled a day earlier in a 
speech that her grandmother, of Hakka 
Chinese descent, had raised her chil-
dren alone in Sabah after most of the 
family died in World War II.

Wong’s father won an Australian 
scholarship to study architecture at the 

University of Adelaide, which “meant 
he could climb out of the poverty he ex-
perienced as a child”.

He married an Australian woman, 
and the couple returned to raise a family 
in Kota Kinabalu.

Wong’s comments and offi  cial visit 
to Malaysia come two decades after a 
former Malaysian prime minister, Ma-
hathir Mohamed, famously said that 
Australia could not join an East Asian 
diplomatic group because “they are Eu-
ropeans, they cannot be Asians”.

Mahathir later predicted in a 2019 

newspaper interview that migration 
meant Australia would in future “be 
more Asian than European”.

In an e-mailed statement late on Fri-
day, Mahathir told Reuters that he was 
proud that a Malaysia-born Australian 
was the foreign minister and that all 
nations will be multiracial “because of 
ease of travel and porous borders”.

Britain, India, China, New Zealand 
and the Philippines were the biggest 
source nations for the almost one-third 
of Australian residents who were born 
overseas, the census showed.

Australia part of Asia, foreign minister says on visit to Malaysia
Reuters
Sydney

Indian landslide 
search enters third 
day with 25 dead

The search for survivors buried 
under a landslide in India’s 
northeast entered its third day 
yesterday with 25 bodies pulled 
from the rubble and nearly 40 
people still missing.
Security forces and disaster relief 
teams raced against the clock to 
find any more survivors trapped 
under the debris at a railway 
construction camp in Manipur 
state.
Most of the victims were reserve 
soldiers from the Territorial Army 
who had been working on the 
railway project.
Eighteen people have so far been 
pulled alive from the earth with 
no more rescued overnight, an 
army statement said, while 12 
reservists and 26 civilians remain 
missing.
The situation at the scene of 
the landslide was “still serious” 
with rainfall and bad weather 
hampering rescue eff orts, 
Manipur Chief Minister N Biren 
Singh said.
India’s remote northeast has been 
pummelled by heavy rainfall 
in recent weeks, triggering 
landslides and floods.
Dozens were killed in the region 
after flooding last month, 
with relentless rains causing 
landslides and inundating homes.
Earlier this year, at least 10 
people, including a four-year-old 
child, were killed in floods and 
landslides after unusually heavy 
rains hit several parts of India.
Experts say climate change 
is increasing the number of 
extreme weather events around 
the world, with damming, 
deforestation and development 
projects in India exacerbating the 
human toll. – AFP

Indian 
police 
arrest two 
more over 
tailor’s 
murder
Reuters
Udaipur/Mumbai

Indian police made fresh ar-
rests yesterday over the 
murder of a Hindu tailor in 

Rajasthan, which sparked ten-
sions between the Hindu major-
ity and Muslim minority and a 
clampdown on protests and the 
Internet to prevent them from 
escalating.

Two men already under arrest 
for the murder, who fi lmed the 
act and posted it online, said it 
had been a response to the vic-
tim’s support for a politician’s 
derogatory remarks about the 
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).

The victim, Kanhaiya Lal Teli, 
had made a social media post 
supporting Nupur Sharma, a 
former spokesperson for Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s party, 
who made anti-Islam comments 
in May.

Three senior police offi  cials 
said yesterday that two more 
men based in Rajasthan were 
being held for planning Teli’s 
murder in his shop in Udaipur, a 
popular tourist destination.

“We have now arrested the 
two masterminds, and previous-
ly we had arrested two men who 
committed the heinous crime,” 
said Prafulla Kumar, a senior po-
lice offi  cial based in Udaipur.

Kumar said Internet services 
were being gradually restored 
and security forces continued to 
be on alert.

An angry mob including some 
lawyers slapped and shoved the 
four accused in the murder case 
when they were presented before 
a trial court yesterday.

Judges from the Supreme 
Court of India said on Friday that 
Sharma must apologise to the 
whole nation after her remarks 
intensifi ed religious fault lines 
in India, angered Islamic nations 
and triggered diplomatic strains.

Local media reported a sepa-
rate incident on June 21 in which 
a chemist was stabbed to death 
in the western state Maharashtra 
for allegedly supporting the re-
marks made by Sharma on social 
media.

“Five persons were arrested in 
connection with the murder of 
the chemist, and a search is on to 
trace the prime accused,” Aarti 
Singh, a chief regional police of-
fi cial, was quoted by local press 
as saying.

Plane evacuated 
over smoke

An Indian domestic flight made 
an emergency landing in New 
Delhi yesterday after its cabin 
filled with smoke soon after take-
off  for the central city of Jabalpur, 
the airline said.
Passengers aboard the flight, 
operated by commercial carrier 
SpiceJet, were evacuated once 
the aircraft returned to Delhi.
“While passing 5,000 feet, the 
crew noticed smoke in the cabin,” 
the airline said on Twitter.
Video purporting to show the 
smoke-filled cabin quickly went 
viral on social media.
No-frills carrier SpiceJet has been 
in the news in recent months, 
with another flight forced to 
make an emergency landing last 
month after its left engine caught 
fire. – AFP
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On US border, migrant desperation outweighs fear
AFP
Eagle Pass (United States)

Selvin Allende is worn out. With 
his one-year-old daughter on 
his shoulders and his pregnant 

wife beside him, he crossed the Rio 
Grande from the Mexican city of Pie-
dras Negras into Eagle Pass, Texas — a 
dangerous journey that thousands of 
migrants undertake every year seeking 
a better future.

“I was afraid for my daughter in the 
river. I feel tired, defeated, but with the 
dream of working if the immigration 
services listen to us with their hearts,” 
says the 30-year-old Guatemalan.

The family left their home in Hon-
duras because of crime and a lack of 
work, and made the long trip by train 
and on foot to get here.

He and his wife, walking with a 

painful gait and eyes half-closed, 
make their way over to the border pa-
trol waiting for them under one of the 
bridges that link Mexico and the Unit-
ed States. Their belongings fi t in a pair 
of plastic bags.

The agents look over their passports 
and those of other people who recently 
arrived, and take them into custody to 
study their asylum claims.

The scene repeats itself several times 
a day under the resigned gaze of the se-
curity forces. 

“This never stops. They can cross 
wherever and whenever,” said one Na-
tional Guard soldier, who did not want 
to be named.

The reinforcement of security in the 
last few months has not stemmed the 
arrival of migrants without visas. In 
May, authorities detained more than 
239,000 people on the Mexican bor-
der, a record, though the fi gure also in-

cludes those who tried to enter the US 
multiple times.

And yet, the journey comes with 
serious risks, as demonstrated by the 
case of 53 migrants found dead after 
being abandoned in a sweltering trac-
tor trailer in San Antonio on Monday.

The man suspected of driving the 
truck has said he was unaware the 
trailer’s air conditioning had failed, ac-
cording to media reports.

On the Mexican bank of the river 
trucks come and go, letting off  people 
crossing to the other side.

This afternoon the temperature hits 
37 degrees Celsius (99 degrees Fahr-
enheit), and some migrants cool off  in 
the water as they wait for more people 
to arrive with whom they can cross the 
treacherous river, which has claimed 
many lives.

One Venezuelan family — fi ve men, 
two women and two children — decide 

the moment has come. Their crossing 
lasts 10 minutes, and halfway through, 
they grab onto each other to brace 
themselves against the strong cur-
rents.

When they arrive on the American 
side, they shout with happiness before 
turning themselves over to the border 
patrol.

The relief can be seen in every face. 
Alejandro Galindo, another Venezue-
lan crossing the river nearby, is emo-
tional after 26 days of travelling with 
two companions.

“I’m crying with happiness. I want 
to help my family. In Venezuela we 
have no future,” the 28-year-old says.

Eagle Pass, a city of 22,000 people 
about 230km from San Antonio, has 
learned to live with the daily presence 
of the migrants.

A few metres from the bridge over 
the border, several men play golf in the 

yellowish grass, paying no mind to the 
people crossing the river.

Valeria Wheeler, the director of the 
shelter Mission Border Hope, witness-
es every day the challenges of the wave 
of migration. In two years, her facilities 
have gone from taking in between 20 
migrants a week to up to 600 a day.

The recent arrivals spend a few 
hours there, in a large warehouse with 
benches, bathrooms and showers, 
waiting for a relative to pay for their 
transportation to another city.

The migrants’ economic profi le 
has changed in recent times, explains 
Wheeler, 35.

Before, they were usually people 
who could buy an airplane ticket to 
somewhere near the border. But now 
they are poorer, and arrive after walk-
ing from Mexico or Central America.

“They come with physical and emo-
tional wounds,” says Wheeler, whose 

shelter receives only those released by 
the border patrol and able to seek asy-
lum after getting around Title 42.

The measure, invoked under the ad-
ministration of former president Don-
ald Trump, applies to all Mexicans and 
Central Americans, and allows for the 
deportation of migrants without visas, 
even if they are seeking asylum, under 
the pretext of stopping the spread of 
Covid-19.

For those who try to elude the border 
patrol and deportation, the journey is 
even more dangerous than for others.

So-called coyotes, or traffi  ckers, are 
one option, but the price can climb 
as high as $10,000, and that’s not the 
worst part, as seen in the case of the 53 
people found dead in San Antonio.

“We’re here so the people who arrive 
at the shelter don’t have to go through 
the same thing,” says Wheeler. “That’s 
what we’re working for.”

Kerry vows US to meet climate goal despite court setback
AFP
Washington

US climate envoy John Ker-
ry has vowed the United 
States will meet goals it 

submitted to the United Nations 
on slashing greenhouse gas emis-
sions, despite a Supreme Court 
ruling that curtailed the govern-
ment’s powers.

“We are determined to achieve 
our goals. We can achieve our 
goals,” Kerry told AFP.

“But obviously it would help 
if we had a majority of the Su-
preme Court in the United States 
of America that actually under-
stood the gravity of the situation 

and was more willing to try to 
be helpful rather than present a 
hurdle of one kind or another,” he 
said.

President Joe Biden, after de-
feating the climate-sceptic Don-
ald Trump, in April last year said 
the United States would reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions by 50 
to 52% by 2030 from 2005 lev-
els, dramatically increasing the 
climate ambitions of the world’s 
largest economy.

He submitted the so-called na-
tionally determined contribution 
to the UN climate body in line 
with the 2015 Paris Agreement, 
the landmark deal brokered by 
Kerry when he was secretary of 
state.

China, the world’s largest car-
bon emitter, called Friday on all 
nations to live up to Paris com-
mitments, with foreign ministry 
spokesman Zhao Lijian saying 
of the United States, “it is not 
enough to just chant slogans.”

Kerry, who has worked with 
Chinese offi  cials in his climate 
role despite soaring tensions be-
tween Beijing and Washington, 
said that he was “not surprised 
by the messaging” from the Asian 
power.

“We will show China precisely 
how we’re going to get the job 
done,” Kerry said.

Stephane Dujarric, the spokes-
man for UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres, called the 

Supreme Court decision “a set-
back in our fi ght against climate 
change.”

Despite Biden’s pledges to 
wean the United States off  fos-
sil fuels, the Interior Department 
has released a fi ve-year proposal 
that would authorise off shore oil 
and gas drilling in federal waters 
in the Gulf of Mexico and Alaska, 
although it would still ban drill-
ing in the Atlantic and Pacifi c 
Oceans.

The proposal comes amid soar-
ing gas prices and as Biden seeks 
to woo Senator Joe Manchin, a 
Democrat from coal-producing 
West Virginia with the crucial 
vote, to back a package that would 
also boost clean energy. Environ-

mentalists see the legislation as 
a last hope amid expectations 
that Trump’s Republican Party 
will make advances in November 
congressional elections.

The Supreme Court, fi nish-
ing a term in which three justices 
nominated by Trump pushed it 
sharply to the right, on Thurs-
day cut the wings off  a key way in 
which the government could have 
tackled climate change without 
fresh legislation.

In a 6-3 ruling branded “dev-
astating” by Biden, the top court 
said the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency did not have author-
ity to order sweeping cuts on 
emissions from coal-fi red power 
plants. “I am convinced — and 

our legal people are looking at it 
very carefully — that this decision 
leaves plenty of latitude for us to 
be able to do a lot of things that 
we need to do,” Kerry said.

Asked about calls by some law-
makers from his Democratic Par-
ty for Biden to declare a climate 
emergency, Kerry said, “I think 
the president needs to evaluate 
every option available.”

Coal accounts for around 20% 
of US electricity generation — 
still roughly on par with renewa-
bles. China, despite investing 
heavily in wind and solar, has 
also kept building coal produc-
tion capacity. But Kerry said that 
the marketplace showed that coal 
was not the future.

Former prime minister and leader of the opposition Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Imran Khan (front second right) waves to supporters 
during a protest rally against inflation, political destabilisation and continued hikes in fuel prices, as it passes towards Islamabad’s Parade 
Ground yesterday. Later, during his address, Khan warned his party supporters to be ready for the 20 provincial assembly by-elections 
to be held in Punjab this month, alleging that the ruling Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) would indulge in rigging to secure the 
seats that were vacated following the de-seating of his party’s 25 legislators — as mandated under the constitution — after they had 
switched sides and voted for the PML-N nominee for the chief minister’s election.  (AFP)

Imran Khan warns against ‘rigging’ Blasts rock south 
Ukrainian city 
as Russia makes 
gains in the east
Reuters
Kyiv/Konstyantynivka

Blasts shook Ukraine’s 
southern city of 
Mykolaiv yesterday as 

Russia’s artillery helped grind 
out gains in the east, after a 
week when the civilian death 
toll from Russian missile 
strikes climbed in urban cen-
tres well behind the frontline.

“There are powerful explo-
sions in the city! Stay in shel-
ters!” Oleksandr Senkevych, 
mayor of the Mykolaiv region 
which borders the vital Black 
Sea port of Odesa, wrote on the 
Telegram messaging app as air 
raid sirens sounded.

The cause of the blasts was 
not immediately clear, al-
though Russia later said it had 
hit army command posts in the 
area. Reuters could not inde-
pendently verify the reports.

Kyiv says Moscow has in-
tensifi ed missile attacks on 
cities far from the main battle-
fi elds in the country’s east and 
that it deliberately hit civilian 
sites. Ukrainian troops on the 
eastern frontlines meanwhile 
describe intense artillery bar-
rages that have pummelled 

residential areas. Russia says 
it has targeted military sites 
and denies aiming at civilians. 
Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry 
Peskov said “Russian Armed 
Forces do not work with civil-
ian targets”.

The Chief of General Staff  
of the Russian Armed Forces, 
Valery Gerasimov, inspected 
Russian troops involved in 
what Moscow calls its “spe-
cial military operation”, Rus-
sia’s defence ministry said, 
although it was not clear if he 
was in Ukraine.

The inspection follows slow 
but steady gains by Russian 
forces with the help of relent-
less artillery in east Ukraine, a 
focus for Moscow after it nar-
rowed its broader war goals of 
toppling the government fol-
lowing fi erce Ukrainian resist-
ance.

“Defi nitely they are trying 
to demoralise us. Maybe some 
people are aff ected by that, but 
for us it only brings more ha-
tred and determination,” said 
a Ukrainian soldier returning 
from Lysychansk, Ukraine’s 
last bastion in Luhansk prov-
ince. Russian forces seized 
Sievierodonetsk, a major city 
in Luhansk this month, after 

some of the heaviest fi ghting 
of the four-month-old war 
that pounded whole districts 
into rubble. Other settlements 
now face similar bombard-
ment.

“Private houses in attacked 
villages are burning down one 
by one,” Luhansk Governor 
Serhiy Gaidai said on Tel-
egram, adding that shelling 
stopped Lysychansk residents 
from dousing fi res.

Troops on a break from the 
fi ghting and speaking in Kon-
styantynivka, a market town 
about 115km west of Lysy-
chansk, said they had managed 
to keep the supply road to the 
embattled city open, for now, 
despite Russian bombard-
ment.

“We still use the road be-
cause we have to, but it’s with-
in artillery range of the Rus-
sians,” said one soldier, who 
usually lives in Kyiv but asked 
not to be named, as comrades 
relaxed nearby, munching 
on sandwiches or eating ice 
cream. “The Russian tactic 
right now is to just shell any 
building we could locate our-
selves at. When they’ve de-
stroyed it, they move on to the 
next one,” the soldier said.

A view shows a damaged building in Bakhmut, Donetsk Oblast, Ukraine, in this still image obtained 
from a social media video released yesterday. (Reuters)

DETERMINED: John Kerry.

Taliban gathering ends with 

calls for global recognition
Reuters
Kabul

A Taliban-run gathering of thousands 
of male religious and ethnic leaders 
ended yesterday by asking foreign 

governments to formally recognise their 
administration, but made no signals of 
changes on international demands such as 
the opening of girls’ high schools.

The Afghan economy has plunged into 
crisis as Western governments have with-
drawn funding and strictly enforced sanc-
tions, saying the Taliban government needs 
to change course on human rights, espe-
cially those of women.

“We ask regional and international coun-
tries, especially Islamic countries … to rec-
ognise the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan 
... release all sanctions, unfreeze (central 
bank) funds and support in development of 
Afghanistan,” the gathering’s participants 
said in a statement, using the group’s name 
for their government, which has not been 
formally recognised by any country.

The group’s reclusive leader joined the 
three-day gathering of more than 4,000 
men on Friday, and delivered a speech in 

which he congratulated the participants 
on the Taliban’s victory and underlined the 
country’s independence.

The Taliban went back on an announce-
ment that all schools would open in March, 
leaving many girls who had turned up at 
their high schools in tears and drawing crit-
icism from Western governments.

In speeches broadcast on state-run tel-
evision, a small number of participants 
brought up girls’ and women’s education. 
The Taliban’s deputy leader and interior 
minister, Sirajuddin Haqqani, said the 
world had demanded inclusive government 
and education and these issues would take 
time.

But the group’s supreme leader, Haibat-
ullah Akhundzada, who is normally based 
in the southern city of Kandahar and rarely 
appears in public, said foreigners should 
not give orders.

The gathering’s final statement said de-
fence of the Islamic Emirate was obligatory 
and that the Islamic State militant group, 
which has said it was behind several attacks 
in the country, was illegal.

It said it would not interfere with neigh-
bouring countries and they should not in-
terfere in Afghanistan.

Several dozen Romanian and 
Bulgarian firefighters took up their 
posts in Greece yesterday, the first 
members of a European force being 
deployed to the country to provide 
backup in case of major wildfires 
during the summer. More than 200 
firefighters and equipment from 
Bulgaria, France, Germany, Romania, 
Norway and Finland will be on 
standby during the hottest months of 
July and August in Greece, where a 
spate of wildfires caused devastation 
last summer. A group of 28 Romanian 
firefighters with eight vehicles, 
and 16 firefighters from Bulgaria 
with four vehicles, were the first to 
arrive for the two-month mission, 
financed and co-ordinated under the 
European Union’s civil protection 
mechanism. “We thank you very 
much for coming to help us during 
a diff icult summer for our country, 
and for proving that European 
solidarity is not just theoretical, it’s 
real,” Greek Civil Protection Minister 
Christos Stylianides said yesterday 
as he welcomed the members of the 
Romanian mission in Athens.
“When things get tough, you will 
be side by side with our Greek 
firefighters so we can save lives 
and property.”

Foreign firefighters 
arrive in Greece for 
summer wildfires
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By Mark Leonard
Berlin

For seven decades, European 
integration has been driven by 
the quest for peace. But since 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 

on February 24, Europe has found itself 
unifying in response to war. The peace 
project has given way to a war project, and 
this fundamental shift is forcing European 
governments to reconsider some of their 
longest-held principles.

Most obviously, they now must concern 
themselves with hard power. There has 
been much discussion about German 
rearmament, Denmark’s decision to 
participate in European joint defence 
arrangements, and Sweden and Finland’s 
bid for Nato membership. Taboos have 
been broken, with European Union 
member states sending heavy weapons 
to Ukraine and the EU’s “peace facility” 
pledging €2bn ($2.1bn) to arm that 
beleaguered country. Moreover, the 
EU has fashioned its economy into a 
weapon to use against Russia, and it is 
now planning for a war economy, where 
security will take priority over effi  ciency.

A second major change is that 
Europeans must rethink interdependence. 
European integration previously refl ected 
the belief that economic links between 
countries would create a foundation for 
political reconciliation. That was the 
idea behind the original European Coal 
and Steel Community (the precursor to 
the EU), which turned former enemies 
into friends by merging the national 
industries that had produced the 
munitions for World War II. The hope 
was that even if economic links between 

countries did not make war impossible, 
they would at least prevent a dangerous 
escalation in tensions.

But Russia’s invasion made a mockery 
of this idea, demonstrating that 
interdependence can also enable one party 
to blackmail the other. This realisation 
came hot on the heels of worries about 
“mask diplomacy” and “vaccine 
nationalism” during the Covid-19 
pandemic, when many countries found 
themselves wholly reliant on others for 
critical supplies. It follows that Europe’s 
decoupling from Russian energy will also 
be accompanied by eff orts to make Europe 
less dependent on China.

A third question involves the concept 
of sovereignty. For the past few decades, 
Europeans were mainly focused on taming 
this impulse in the name of supranational 
cooperation. But faced with an aggressive 
revisionist power, they now recognise that 
sovereignty must be protected before it 
can be pooled.

For its part, Russia has perverted the 
post-sovereigntist rhetoric used by 
Europeans during the Balkan wars to 
justify its own invasion of Ukraine, which 
it cynically describes as a mission to 
protect Russian speakers from genocide. 
In the 1990s, Europeans advanced the 
“postmodern” idea that if there were 
massive abuses of universal human rights 
(those recognised by the United Nations) 
taking place within a sovereign country, 
the international community had a duty 
to step in to protect the victims from their 
own government.

The Russian variant of the 
“responsibility to protect” is not 
postmodern but pre-modern. 
The Kremlin believes it can decide 
unilaterally to intervene in other 

countries to protect members of a loosely 
defi ned Russian civilisation. Many worry 
that China will adopt similar reasoning 
to launch an invasion of Taiwan. 
Earlier generations of Western leaders 
were wrong to assume that only their 
countries would ever be strong enough to 
override others’ sovereignty.

A fourth issue is the supposed 
universalism of the European project. 
In the early 2000s, I wrote a book titled 
Why Europe Will Run the 21st Century. 
I believed that the EU’s model of 
international cooperation would spread 
osmotically to all corners of the world. But 
the failure of the EU enlargement process 
in Turkey and the rise of a revanchist 
Russia have shown that the EU model is 
unlikely even to encompass all of Europe, 
let alone the whole planet.

In discussions with leaders from 
Asia, Africa, and the Middle East, I 
have been struck by how few of them 
share the intense moral outrage that 
characterises the West’s response to 
Russia’s invasion. They see the confl ict as 
a regional European confl ict, rather than 
as a world war with which they should be 
concerned. Eurocentrism has not only 
led Europeans to misread leaders such as 
Russian President Vladimir Putin; it also 
is hindering Europe’s appeals to the rest of 
the world.

To correct course, European leaders 
must recognise that the EU experience 
is an exceptional product of a particular 
history and geography, and they must 
demonstrate enough curiosity to 
understand the world through others’ 
eyes. In a paradoxical way, decentring 
Europe could be the necessary fi rst 
step to exercising European power in a 
multipolar world.

A fi fth principle that needs rethinking 
is the idea of political order. While some 
European leaders cling to a security 
framework that refl ects the principles 
of the post-Cold War moment, the hard 
truth is that Europe’s unique order – based 
on a set of institutions and treaties – has 
already been destroyed. In the future, 
European security will look much more 
like that of other regions, such as Asia. The 
balance of power and military might will 
matter as much as any treaties between 
Europeans and Russians.

The United States, of course, will 
remain engaged in the region. But 
much of the action will come from a 
lattice of bilateral and limited security 
arrangements. And even if the fi ghting 
in Ukraine ends, it will not give way to 
peace. The danger of cyberattacks, energy 
cutoff s, election interference, and Russia’s 
“little green men” will be permanent 
features of Europe’s new age of unpeace.

The Ukraine war will remake Europe. 
This does not mean that Europeans 
must abandon the idealism and 
creativity that drove the most successful 
peace project in history. But they must 
accept that their model will never be 
universal, that they will increasingly 
fi nd themselves responding to decisions 
made by others, and that peace at 
home may depend on their willingness 
to countenance war elsewhere. From 
now on, European integration will be 
driven by the need to win in a dangerous 
world, rather than by the desire to avoid 
confl ict. — Project Syndicate

 Mark Leonard, Director of the 
European Council on Foreign Relations, 
is the author of The Age of Unpeace: 
How Connectivity Causes Conflict.

The global aviation industry has committed to achieving 
net-zero carbon emissions by 2050. This commitment brings 
the industry in line with the Paris Agreement’s 1.5C goal. 

Climate change is the greatest threat facing our societies 
and achieving net-zero emissions will be a huge challenge 
as the expected scale of the industry in 2050 will require the 
mitigation of nearly 1.8 gigatonnes of carbon.

To fulfil aviation’s net-zero commitment, current 
estimates are for sustainable aviation fuels (SAF) to account 
for 65% of aviation’s carbon mitigation in 2050. That would 
require an annual production capacity of 449bn litres. 

Investments are in place to expand SAF annual production 
from the current 125mn litres to 5bn by 2025. With effective 
government incentives, production could reach 30bn litres 
by 2030, which would be a tipping point for SAF production 
and utilisation.

In 2021, irrespective of price (SAF is between two and 
four times the price of conventional jet fuel), airlines have 
purchased every drop of the 125mn litres of SAF that was 
available. And already more than 38 countries have SAF-
specific policies that clear the way for the market to develop. 

Taking their cue from 
these policy measures, 
airlines have entered into 
$17bn of forward-purchasing 
agreements for SAF.

Further investment 
in production needs 
support from the right 
policies, according to the 
International Air Transport 
Association, the global body 
of airlines. This would boost 
supply and drive down costs.

Electricity production 
through solar or wind power 
faced similar hurdles as these 
technologies replaced fossil 
fuels. With effective policy 

incentives, both are now affordable and widely available. 
By applying similar incentive-based policies to SAF, 

governments can support global SAF production to reach 
30bn litres by the end of the decade. 

This would be a tipping point as it would send a clear signal 
to the market that SAF is playing its intended long-term role 
in aviation’s decarbonisation and encourage investments to 
drive up production and drive down the price.

The market for SAF needs stimulation on the production 
side. The United States is setting an example for others to 
follow. Its SAF production is expected to reach 11bn litres in 
2030 on the back of heavy government incentives.

Europe, on the other hand, is the example not to follow. 
Under its Fit for 55 initiative, the EU is planning to mandate 
that airlines uplift 5% SAF at every European airport by 2030. 

Decentralising production will delay the development of 
economies of scale. And forcing the land transport of SAF 
will reduce the environmental benefit of using SAF.

To provide the right set of consistent policies and long-
term stability needed for investments, the global aviation 
industry has called upon all governments to support the 
adoption of a long term climate goal for air transport at 
the 41st Assembly of the International Civil Aviation 
Organisation (ICAO) this September, aligned with industry 
commitments. 

Undoubtedly, this climate goal is critical to back up the 
industry’s decarbonisation ambitions and would provide a 
global multilateral framework for action without distorting 
competition.
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to net-zero carbon 
emissions by 2050

Global aviation 
industry has 
called upon all 
governments 
to support the 
adoption of 
a long term 
climate goal for 
air transport

The European war project

A man stands past on the ground as he looks at a wall with flags from all over the world and a poster reading “All nations, we need your military equipment and personnel” 
in Kyiv last week. (AFP)
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Durham School for Girls was recently 
awarded the title of “High Performance 
Learning (HPL) World Class School”, 

the fi rst all-female international school to have 
this honour bestowed upon it.

“It is an outstanding reward recognising the 
school’s incredible approach to teaching and 
learning,” Durham School for Girls said in a 
press statement.

HPL has been implemented throughout the 
school, including the creative teaching meth-
ods as well as the smart and innovative use of 
technology.

“This has enabled Durham girls to achieve 
their personal best and make huge progress in 
their learning across all subjects,” the state-
ment noted. “The embedding of this approach 
in conjunction with the strong British Curricu-
lum, core school and Qatari values, has allowed 
the girls to be the best they can be and exhibit 
confi dence for life in their approach to all that 
they do.”

The school has also been recognised as a Mi-
crosoft Showcase School for its contribution in 
transforming the educational space.

“The focus on innovative teaching and 
learning and equipping students for the dig-
ital future by providing an exceptional, state-
of-the-art, technologically driven environ-
ment allowed Durham to join this exclusive 
global community of schools and is a credit 
to its exceptional ICT (information and com-
munications technology) Department and the 

commitment of staff  and students to embrace 
technology in a positive and meaningful way,” 
the school stressed.

This year Durham School for Girls also cel-
ebrated a number of important academic mile-
stones, most importantly Years 11 and 12 girls 
sitting for the British Standard Public exami-
nations at IGCSE and AS levels, which allow 
students to move on to the next stage of their 
education.

A graduation ceremony for the Year 12 co-
hort with their families and Durham staff  saw 
them relive their time at the school, celebrating 
the end of formal education and the beginning 
of the next part of their road to success.

The students have been “extremely suc-
cessful”, gaining university places at Carnegie 
Mellon (early entry), Virginia Commonwealth, 
Aberdeen, St Andrews, and Qatar University to 
study a wide range of subjects – from Business 
and Computing to Architecture and Art.

Continuing with innovative opportunities 
for girls who study at Durham, the Dual En-
rolment initiative with SUNY ADK will see a 
number of girls attend university classes and 
gain transferable university credits in their own 
environment supported by staff  from the com-
fort of their own school.

This head-start initiative already has a 
number of girls signed up to start in September.

The school takes every opportunity to cel-
ebrate the achievements of their girls both in 
and out of school.

The opportunity to be part of the Arab Cup 
2021 as FIFA fl ag-bearers in group games and 
represent their country on the world stage was 
a special one, as they were also chosen for the 
fi nal played in front of more than 60,000 peo-
ple.

On an individual level, a Year 10 student was 
selected to represent the Qatar national wom-
en’s football team in a recent friendly match, 
while a student in Year 12 was an integral mem-
ber of the successful Qatar national debate 
team in several international competitions.

Students have also become published au-
thors and created in-house newspapers.

Durham School for Girls said it is “proud of 
these wonderful examples of students making 
a diff erence and pushing themselves to shine”.

The school’s merit reward system has seen 
a number of girls achieve bronze and silver 

awards, and two Year 7 girls reached 150 mer-
its and have been awarded their gold badges – a 
“brilliant achievement”.

Celebrating success is a regular part of Dur-
ham School for Girls, said principal Vanessa 
Whay, who added: “It has been wonderful to 
see girls being rewarded for both academic 
achievements and highlighting the ‘MARK’ 
(Moral Integrity, Ambition, Responsibility and 
Kindness) and Qatari values that are the bed-
rock of our school and impinge on all aspects of 
our daily life.”

“Shoutouts in assemblies, certifi cates for 
achievement, kindness and other rewards 
are integral to showcasing what is happening 
throughout the school,” she said. “It was lovely 
to have our prize-giving ceremony where those 
achieving excellence in all areas, including 
leadership and attendance.”

Durham School for Girls earns coveted recognition
School marks numerous achievements

Students celebrate their accomplishments.

Durham girls got the opportunity to be 
part of the Arab Cup 2021 as FIFA 
flag-bearers.

Qatar participated in the Trans-
forming Education Pre-Summit, 
held at the headquarters of the UN 

Educational, Scientifi c and Cultural Or-
ganisation (Unesco) in Paris.

Qatar’s delegation was headed by HE 
the Minister of Education and Higher 
Education and Chairman of the Qatar Na-
tional Committee for Education, Culture 
and Science Buthaina bint Ali al-Jabr al-
Nuaimi.

In her speech at the summit, HE al-
Nuaimi noted the importance that Qatar 
attaches to education in its permanent 
constitution and Qatar National Vision 

2030, as one of the most important pillars 
of social progress.

She reviewed the most important re-
sults of the national consultations that 
were held in Qatar on June 16-17, regard-
ing recommendations according to prior-
ities that will help re-imagine education 
in the country, which can be crystallised 
into fi ve priority axes, the fi rst being the 
need for the eff ective application of a stu-
dent-oriented learning experience that 
meets their needs, well-being, interests, 
abilities and aspirations, and full integra-
tion of persons with disabilities as well as 
those who face learning diffi  culties.

The minister added that the second 
axis is to make the most of technology, 
including artifi cial intelligence, which has 
witnessed an increasing acceleration, as 
digital learning is at the top of the priori-
ties and interests of Qatar more than ever, 
especially in the wake of the coronavirus 
(Covid-19) pandemic.

HE al-Nuaimi indicated that the third 
axis is concerned with attracting, moti-
vating and developing teachers profes-
sionally, in light of the widespread of new 
technologies nationally and globally.

Thus, teachers will play a major factor 
in the successful transformation of edu-
cational systems, she added.

HE al-Nuaimi said that the fourth axis 

is to enable learners to contribute to their 
long-term well-being and that of their 
society, especially in light of the state’s 
orientation towards building a knowl-
edge-based economy and maintaining 
economic and environmental sustainabil-
ity, which will require basing scientifi c re-
search on the environment, sustainability 
and climate change.

She stressed that these requirements 
and priorities must refl ect on educational 
curricula, as well as research funding in 
higher education institutions.

The fi fth axis deals with education fi -
nancing, where she underscored the im-
portance that Qatar attaches to this fi eld 
all over the world, and its keenness to 
provide quality and inclusive education 
for all everywhere, as a top priority of its 
policy in the fi eld of development aid in 
areas of confl ict and crisis.

HE al-Nuaimi explained that Qatar has 
provided support over the past decade, 
through the Qatar Fund for Develop-
ment, to educational projects worth $1bn 
around the world, benefi ting more than 
70 countries.

She concluded her speech by empha-
sising that education is the road map to 
the future, and the Education Transfor-
mation Summit can help determine the 
best routes on this map.

The transformation will require a lot of 
eff ort; however, Qatar is fully committed 
to these crucial tasks, she underlined.

The preparatory summit brought to-
gether about 140 ministers of education 
from the world over.

The ministers shared their countries’ 
national consultation experiences.

Additionally, the initial content of the 
Education Transformation Summit to 
be held next September in New York was 
presented, with it having fi ve main focus 
areas of transformation: schools and edu-
cation, quality of life, educators, online 
connectivity, and education fi nancing.

On the sidelines of the preparatory 
summit, HE al-Nuaimi met the UN Secre-
tary-General’s Special Envoy to the Sum-
mit Dr Leonardo Garnier, and discussed 
with him the summit’s desired outcomes, 
in addition to the follow-up mechanisms 
post-summit.

The two offi  cials also discussed devel-
opment-oriented working procedures 
that would contribute to the transforma-
tion of education.

HE al-Nuaimi also met Director of the 
Education and Adolescent Development 
Program Group at the UN Children’s Fund 
(Unicef) Dr Robert Jenkins, where they re-
viewed topics of common interest in edu-
cation. – QNA

Qatar participates in Transformation Education Pre-Summit in Paris

The Public Works Author-
ity (Ashghal) has an-
nounced the designation 

of a special lane for buses, taxis 
and authorised vehicles on A-
Ring Road, to facilitate traffi  c and 
serve the FIFA World Cup 2022 
transportation plan.

This has been done in co-
ordination with the Supreme 
Committee for Delivery & Legacy 
(SC), the Ministry of Interior, the 
Ministry of Transport, and Mow-
asalat (Karwa), Ashghal said in a 
statement yesterday.

Abdulaziz al-Mawlawi, Mobil-
ity executive director at the SC, 
said: “The bus lane will help pro-
vide a smooth and environment-
friendly transport experience 
for thousands of fans during the 
FIFA World Cup.”

“We would like to thank all our 
valued stakeholders for manag-
ing this important project, which 
will directly benefi t fans and offi  -

cials during the tournament and 
help Qatar deliver an outstanding 
event,” he said.

Lieutenant Khalid Nasser al-
Mulla, head of the technical team 
of the Corniche Closure Com-
mittee, said the new lane will be 
designated for public transport 
buses, taxis and authorised vehi-
cles such as emergency vehicles.

All necessary traffi  c markings 
and directional signs that sup-
port law enforcement and the 
monitoring of traffi  c violations 
in future stages have been devel-
oped.

He added that the existence of 
a designated lane for public buses 
will create a more comfortable 
environment for the movement 
of buses on the road network, 
which will contribute to reduc-
ing travel time, encourage the 
use of public transportation, and 
reduce the number of personal 
vehicles on the road.

The lane will also facilitate 
the arrival of police and emer-
gency vehicles at accident sites 
and help evacuate the accident 
scene faster, which contributes 
to reducing traffi  c congestion on 
A-Ring Road and roads accessed 
through it, in addition to reduc-
ing the mixing of such buses with 
other vehicles.

Saleh Saeed al-Marri, acting 
director of the Land Transport 
Network Planning Department 

at the Ministry of Transport, said 
that in addition to reducing travel 
time during the World Cup, the 
bus lane will signifi cantly con-
tribute to reducing CO2 (carbon 
dioxide) emissions as well as 
traffi  c congestion, especially at 
the main intersections in Doha 
Central.

This is in line with the meas-
ures that will be taken during the 

tournament to reduce the use of 
personal vehicles, as environ-
ment-friendly buses that run on 
electric energy will be operated.

He added: “The bus lane on 
A-Ring Road was designated for 
transportation during the World 
Cup to achieve the desired goals, 
but this does not prevent the 
study of permanent bus lanes 
in the future on vital corridors 

and roads in the country, in line 
with the comprehensive trans-
port plan in the country, Qatar 
2050, and the project to study 
the priority of bus lanes that the 
Ministry of Transport will pre-
pare within the public transport 
network in Qatar and evaluate 
the proposed measures in this 
regard.”

Al-Marri emphasised that the 

Ministry of Transport is working 
towards enhancing the transport 
experience in general by adopting 
the latest, environment-friendly 
urban and technological systems 
that serve transportation sys-
tems in diff erent regions in the 
world.

Mohamed Ali al-Marri, sec-
retary of the Corniche Clo-
sure Committee, said: “This 
step comes after increasing the 
number of road lanes on A-Ring 
Road from two to four in each di-
rection, to enhance road capacity 
and traffi  c fl ow and reduce traffi  c 
congestion.”

“A-Ring Road extends from 
Ras Bu Abboud Bridge to the 
Al Diwan Intersection with Al 
Rayyan Road, and is considered 
to be one of the vital roads in 
Doha as it links many commercial 
and residential areas and service 
facilities, in addition to linking 
many tourist destinations such 
as National Museum of Qatar, 
Museum of Islamic Art, Souq 
Waqif, Al Bidda Park, as well as 
developmental projects in Doha 
Central such as Msheireb Down-
town Doha,” he said.

Ahmed Hassan al-Obaidly, 
executive manager of Opera-

tions at Mowasalat (Karwa), 
said: “This lane contributes to 
reducing the travel time taken 
for public transport buses on A-
Ring Road and in Doha Central, 
as well as facilitates the arrival 
of public transport buses on time 
and achieving integration of the 
transportation system (buses and 
Metro). These improvements will 
encourage the public to use pub-
lic transportation and create a 
free and fast path for taxis.”

This lane will achieve various 
environmental benefi ts such as 
reducing the number of personal 
vehicles on the road and encour-
aging the use of environment-
friendly public transport, which 
in turn leads to reducing CO2 
emissions and improving air 
quality, in addition to enhanc-
ing bus fuel effi  ciency and thus 
achieving the desired environ-
mental sustainability.

Designating a lane for public 
transport buses on A-Ring Road 
is one of the measures taken by 
the committee responsible for 
managing the Corniche Street 
closure plan, and other priority 
lanes for buses passing on dif-
ferent routes will be determined 
later, the statement added.

Special lane on A-Ring Road for 
buses, taxis, authorised vehicles
 Providing a smooth public transport experience 
for thousands of fans during World Cup
 Reducing travel time during the tournament
 Developing A-Ring Road and increasing number 
of lanes and its capacity
 Creating free lane for public buses and 
facilitating movement of emergency vehicles
 Facilitating arrival of public buses in timely 
manner and achieving integration of transport 
system
 Creating free and fast lane for Karwa taxis

The Public Works Authority (Ashghal) has announced the designation 
of a special lane for buses, taxis and authorised vehicles on A-Ring 
Road, in order to facilitate traff ic and serve the FIFA World Cup 2022 
transportation plan.
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